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LeTrEL 


From the Greenland Missionary, JOHN G. GORCKE, to Brother 
BENJAMIN MORTIMER, at New York, received July 1st, 1822. 


‘‘ Lickranxpzts, (Greenland,) June 3d, 1821, 
* Dear Brother Mortimer, 


‘“< T now have the satisfaction, to fulfil my promise, in sending you 
a letter from our native Assistant Timothy. I have purposely altered 
nothing in my translation, but have rendered every sentence literally, 
in order to let you and your friends hear a Greenlander speak. You 
will perceive, that a Greenlander is not a proficient in letter-writing, 
but still is able to express the feelings of his heart by the aid of his 
pen, though with great simplicity. This Timothy is one of our most 
useful and active assistants, and is sincerely devoted to his Saviour. 

* Our North-American friends have on this occasion gained the 
affection of our Greenlanders, in the same degree, which those in 
England, Scotland, and Germany before enjoyed. This will appear 
from the inclosed letter; for, although I directed him to address you 
personally, the dear man in the very beginning speaks to all the bene- 
factors of Greenlanders collectively. You will know how to make 
allowances for this inadvertency. The Saviour’s words are applicable 


to our Timothy: “ Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh.” 
T 
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‘* Seals having been scarce during the late winter, the present for 
indigent Greenlanders was usefully applied, and we often united with 
them in rendering thanks unto the Lord, for having stirred up so many 
of his children to aid our poor people. ‘These benefactors have often 
been the subjects of grateful prayers, fora blessing upon them. 

** Our Lord and Saviour, during the last twelvemonth, has continued 
graciously to own and bless his Greenland flock, and has crowned with 
success the preaching of his saving word. You are aware, from read- 
ing our accounts, that we have no heathen remaining in our vicinity, 
and that, in consequence, our congregation receives no accession from 
among them. Only now and then, one of those who pass by our set- 
tlement in their journeys, is induced to remain with us. Our flock, 
at present, consists of 331 souls. ‘These, together with the Missiona- 
ries, [recommend to your continued remembrance and prayers.— 
Your affectionate Brother, 


“ JOHN GODFREY GORCKE.” 


LETTER FROM A GREENLAND BROTHER, 


Expressing his countrymen’s thanks, for the presents received from various 
friends in the UNITED STATES. 


* Dearly Beloved! All ye that dwell beyond the Great Ocean! 


** [ have been rejoiced and astonished, to learn by accounts from 
you, that you have been growing exceedingly in the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for some years past, and that you take so active a part in 
the conversion of the heathen. For this, I give thanks to our Saviour 
from the bottom of my heart. It is very pleasing indeed, to know, 
that there are so many in distant lands, who love the Saviour, and de- 
sire to live unto Him. Amongst us, in this place, the grace of Jesus 
likewise abounds, particularly on solemn occasions, when He causes us 
to feel His comfortable presence in an indescribable manner. What are 
our feelings, and how are our hearts filled with a sense of His goodness 
towards u3, when we view Him in spirit, lying in a manger, being 
made flesh for such poor, wretched creatures, as we are; and when we 
consider, that He, who is the Creator of all things, humbled himself 
thus, and became poorer than the poorest of men, being born in a 
stable! His love and mercy towards us sinners is inexpressible. 

“For this great benefit, all true brethren and sisters in this congre- 
gation thank Him most heartily; and although our thanks are very 
imperfect, the Saviour accepts them graciously; and this we know, 
because He fills our hearts with His grace and peace. We experience 
this, in a specis] manner, on every prayer-day, when we are gathered 
together in His presence, and devote ourselves unto Him anew, asa 
reward for the travail of His soul. But lately, when the days of His 
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passion had returned, He powerfully moved and warmed our hearts, and 
drew us unto Himself; and we shed many tears of gratitude at His 
pierced feet, for His sufferings and death on the cross, to save us sinful 
creatures, I am likewise favoured, to declare His sufferings and death, 
in my place, to my fellow-men; being appointed, vile and unworthy as 
Iam, to assist my dear teachers. We can never thank our Saviour 
sufficiently for having sent us teachers, who instruct us in the way of 
salvation; which they do with unwearied assiduity, supplying our souls 
with the bread of life, by the preaching of the word of His patience, 
and of all His precious and powerful doctrines. They also, out of love, 
relieve our great poverty, in external matters. 

** All ye, our worthy benefactors, who dwell in the land of our 
teachers (Germany), in England, Scotland, America, Petersburg | Rus- 
sia), and wherever ye be! Your presents to us are deserving of greater 
thanks, than we are able to express. How many things have you given 
us! Pease, bread, tobacco, arrow-heads, needles, fishing-hooks, and also 
little shirts and caps for our new-born babes, to wear at their baptism; 
all which articles our teachers distribute to us, “when we need them, 
and which we always receive with great joy. For these gifts, we re- 
turn our hearty thanks. We are lost in astonishment, that you love us 
poor Greenlanders so tenderly. 

** During the last winter, seals were uncommonly scarce; yet we 
have not wanted for food, as our Maker supplied us with fish, when- 
ever the weather permitted us to turn out. Seals’ blubber, indeed, was 
an article we were destitute of, for a long time; our Saviour, however, 
supported us notwithstanding, and supplied us with a small quantity 
now and then, in so much that we are bound to thank Him, at the close 
of the winter, for having made both our bodies and ou¥ souls comfort- 
able. 

“ [ am now getting old; and as my dear Saviour bids me live long, 
I serve Him with pleasure in the congregation. Iwas not born in the 
congregation, but was baptized when a youth. The first time I went 
to church, my mother led me by my hand; the assembly fell prostrate, 
which astonished me, as [ did not know the meaning; but I felt happy, 
and could not forget it fora long time. I afterwards learnt, that it 
was on a particular occasion, (the 13th of NNovember*), when the Sisters 
met for prayer. In the sequel, as I grew up in the congregation, I was 
fully instructed in the will of God our Saviour, and in the discipline of 
the church; all which gave me great pleasure, as I followed the in- 
structions received, and prayed the Saviour to give me an obedient 
heart. His love to poor sinners, and His agony in the garden of 
Gethsemane, where His sweat was as great drops of blood, penetrated 
my soul; and this continues to be my consolation and joy, as my Jesus 
thereby redeemed me from sin, and purchased for me everlasting hap- 
piness. ‘This, too, is the favourite meditation of all my Brethren and 
Sisters: to'view our Saviour in spirit, covered with blood and wounds, 


* A memorial day of the United Brethren’s Church. 
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whereby our spark of love to him is increased, our hearts are warmed 
with gratitude, and our eyes made to weep, for joy, that we have so 
loving a Saviour of sinners; yea, it is impossible to express, what our 
hearts feel. 

“* My dear Brother Benjamin Mortimer! To you, and to all in Ame- 
rica, who remember us poor Greenlanders so affectionately, and have 
sent us, presents, to be distributed among us by our dear teachers, 
whenevér we are in want of necessaries, to you we render our warmest 
thanks; our best wishes attend you all, whether members of our church 
or otherwise; we all think of you, and pray for you unto the Lord, to 
protect you from danger, when travelling by sea or land, and to bless 
you with His presence, wheresoever ye be. In these prayers we all 
join as one man. 

“ Though still in this world of troubles, we live peaceably and hap- 
pily, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, as His people. If we can 
but contemplate the Saviour’s sufferings and death, and feel His pre- 
cious peace in our hearts, we are well provided for. But, { must say 
with regret, that some of the young people in this congregation 
frequently grieve us by their disobedience to the Saviour’s precepts. 
We pray for them without ceasing, and commit them to His mercy and 
compassion. However, the greatest part of our youth give us cause 
to rejoice, as they live unto Jesus. Of this number,» several were 
admitted to the Holy Communion last winter. Ah! that sacred ordi- 
nance is very precious to us. On these occasions, the Saviour feeds 
us with His body and His blood; He strengthens our faith; He nour- 
ishes and heals our weak and sin-sick souls, and gives us an assurance 
of His favour and our eternal salvation. As often as we partake 
thereof, our love to Him is increased, and the contemplation of His 
blood-shedding and death fills our hearts with indescribable comfort. 

‘© My dear Benjamin Mortimer, I wish you might be able to read 
my bad writing; I have never learnt to write properly. Yesterday, a 
number of us Brethren took 2 mea! together; and when I told them, 
that I was writing to you, they all exclaimed: ‘‘ Salute him from me, 
from all of us; and tell our friends in America, that we thank them 
for their presents, which we received with great joy; that we love 
them tenderly, will often remember them, and pray for them to the 
Saviour.” My dear Brother Benjamin Mortimer, I salute you, and all 


our dear Brethren, Sisters and Friends in America, in the fellowship 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


** In the month of May, 20 days, 1821. 


“ TIMOTHY, 
« At Lichtenfels.” 


EE ll 
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SURINAM. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Joux Daxter Lurzxe. 


“ Panamariso, May 29, 1821. 
* Dear Brotuer, 


“ Your kind letter of the 6th of April, I received on the 19th of 
this month. We can easily conceive, that your alarm must have been 
great, when the public papers informed you of the dreadful conflagra- 
tion this city has suffered, and when you immediately thought of us. 
We ascribe our marvellous preservation to nothing but the unbounded 
mercy of God. He heard the prayers of His helpless children, and 
the cry of the negro congregation, that He might spare their church, 
and commanded the east wind to drop into a calm, when the fire had 
reached us within two houses, The flames then rose perpendicularly, 
and by degrees turned the other way, the wind veering to the north- 
west, which afforded time to pull down part of the intervening premi- 
ses, and prevent its further progress. 

** Paramaribo lies east and west along the river, and was built on 
this spot, on account of the firmness of the ground., A shell-reef also 
lies on the north side of the river. ‘The name is Indian, and means a 
flowery place; the spot on which the city now stands having been for- 
merly covered with flowers. 

* To the east of the town lies the fort of Zealandia, between which 
and the first houses is a large open field, called the Plain, used as a 
parade for military exercises. ‘To the north, facing the river, stands 
the Government-house, divided from the city by a smaller piece of 
land. All the buildings in this part of the city were handsome struc- 
tures, built originally by rich planters, but latterly inhabited by officers 
of Government, private gentlemen, and merchints. The Kleine Hof, 
or Court of Justice, is also situated here, and is walled up to the roof 
with stone. This, and the few houses adjoining, have been spared. 
The other houses were all built of the best and hardest wood from the 
neighbouring forests, in which there are now no timber trees left within 
a distance of several miles. This dry wood caused the fire to get such 
hold of the houses, and the heat to beconie so intolerable, that no one 
could approach near them. Not a stick of it, a yard long, is left un- 
consumed. From the Plain to our dwellings, the houses stand close 
together in crooked or straight streets, stretching to the nurth. Each 
house has at least three out-houses, besides back-premises, so as to 
form a square yard behind. ‘The wings or out-houses are, in some in- 
stances, of considerable length, and serve as stores .nd negro-dwell- 
ings, this being the mercantile part of the town. Instead therefore of 
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the account given in of $92 large and handsome houses, standing in 
these streets, nearly four times the number might have been stated as 
having become a prey to the flames. 

* The fire originated in the afternoon of the 21st of January, in the 
kitchen of a negro-dwelling to windward of the city, and instantly the 
whole of the eating-house was in a blaze. It appeared at first as if 
the ships in the river would all be consumed, but suddenly, the wind 
shifting to the east, the flames were driven towards the city. The 
only fire-engine in that quarter was soon burnt. ‘The sparks flying 
across the streets, more than one house was fired at the same time, and 
all was confusion and dismay. No one thought any longer of extin- 
guishing the flames, but only of saving his goods. ‘The sight was in- 
deed horrible. The burning embers were carried over the broadest 
streets, nor could any means be devised to arrest the progress of the 
fire, till it reached the Market-place, where the Grosse Hof or Court of 
Police, and the Reform:d or Calvinist church are situated. The 


Town-house was walled, but a story had been built upon it of wood, . 


which formerly served as a church. It was furnished with a tower 
containing a bell and clock. ‘The Calvinist church was an octagon, 
walled to the roof, the latter terminating in acupola. First it appear- 
ed as though the flames would end their ravages at this place, but an 
apothecary’s shop, to windward of the church, taking fire, and there 
being no possibility of entering and removing the large quantity of 
spirits contained in it, such a fierce shower of burning materials fell 
from its roof on that of the church, that the latter soon tookefire. In 
the beginning it was not much regarded or perceived, except by a 
flame like that of a lamp burning on the summit of the cupola, but the 
fire having penetrated and spread through every part of the interior, 
on a sudden the flames broke forth from all quarters, the windows burst, 
and from the summit the burning materials arising like rockets, fell in 
a most destructive shower upon the adjoining buildings, and flew near- 
ly an English mile through the air to other parts of the city. As long 
as the cupola was in flames, though our buildings were about eight or 
ten minutes’ walk from it, we had enough to do to quench the burning 
embers as they fell on the roofs. Our small hand-engines were in 
good repair, and rendered us essential service, the cisterns being full 
of water. As soon as the cupola fell, we went to work to get all the 
rest of our goods out of the house, and lodged them safely with two 
free negroes who lived half-a-mile from us. We have not lost any 
thing, except two or three articles, which probably in the hurry were 
carried to some other place. A neighbour, a carrier by trade, assisted 
us with two carts during the whole night to clear the premises, and 
when at last the horses were too much fatigued to be longer able 
to work, our negroes were ready to do it. All of us indeed worked 
harder than was advisable, and with such expedition, that three 
days were required to bring back what had been conveyed away in a 
few hours. 

** O what a dreadful sight presented itself! no one can have any 
conception of the horror of the scene, and the consternation which 
seized every inhabitant of this devoted city. No creature thought of 
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taking any sustenance; fear and hope followed in quick succession. 
We cried aloud unto the Lord for \mercy, and sometimes we were 
cheered with a belief that He would spare our church and dwellings, 
not for our, but for His name’s sake; then again there appeared no 
possibility of their being saved: We thought it our duty to use every 
means of providing against extremities, while we beheld the flames 
approaching and devouring one range of buildings after the other. 
The night was fine and clear, and passed off before we were aware of 
it.. The full moon peeped now and then mournfully through the mass 
of smoke with which the air was filled, and the sun rose, as it had set, 
unheeded. The people near the place where the fire first broke out, 
had carried their goods and valuables to friends’ houses at a consider- 
able distance, and, as they imagined, got them safely housed, but soon 
the flames overtook them, and they were obliged to convey them still 
farther away. Brother Schwartz, who had saved the goods belonging 
to Mr. Leckie, was in that predicament. 

“ Some who had arrived first, found their goods stowed away behind 
others, which were brought later to the same store, and before they 
could get at them, were obliged to fly for their lives. Thus, much was 
destroyed, and much stolen. 

“* Provisions, however, have not risen in price, though great quanti 
ties of all kinds were consumed. Only immediately after the fire had 
ceased, when the people could again take time to eat, no bread was to 
be had at any baker’s. Those who were spared, had not baked during 
the night. We had a little left, each having put a piece of bread into 
his pocket, which, with the soup cooked the day before, and left un- 
touched, afforded us a warm meal, after our fatigue. 

“The Jews, who are here in general poor, and have small stores, 
suffered great loss. They deal much in pottery, and everywhere you 
see the ruins filled with broken queen’s ware. A drought is dreaded, 
for though the cisterns are all full, yet there are now no roofs to catch 
the rain, and no spouts to convey it into them. As to our Mission, 
the consequences of this dreadful visitation have been rather salutary 
than hurtful. Many, who were indifferent about their souls’ concerns, 
have been brought to reflection, and those who believe at all in the 
providence of a just and righteous God, consider it as a chastisement 
received at His hands. The night before this event took place, was 
spent in the most outrageous and riotous manner, with all kinds of 
heathenish games and dancing, as an after-celebration of the entrance 
upon the New Year. The streets were thronged with people of all de- 
scriptions. The brightness of the moon favoured their purpose, and 
the uproar, with shouting, singing, roaring out ungodly ditties, and 
knocking violently at the doors of quiet people, was dreadful. Our 
too liberal police seemed to take no notice of it. Brother Genth, in 
his sermon on the following Sunday, the church being crowded with 
attentive hearers, adverted to the behaviour of the populace on that 
night, and observed, that it precisely resembled that of the people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, before their cities were destroyed by fire. 

** Both my wife and myself had suffered last year from illness, but 
it has pleased the Lord to restore us to tolerable health. Brother 
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Langballe, after long and faithful services in this mission, set sail for 
Bethlehem, in North America, on the 11th of April. The post on the 
river Neukier, has been for some time suspended, on account of the 
bad state of health of the missionary, Brother Buck. Sister Graf 
has lost her daughter, about two years old, to the great grief of the 
parents. 

‘* We have been informed, by a gentleman, of the de¢ease of Mr. 
Palmer, proprietor of Fairfield estate. But as the manager has given 
us no notice, of it, we continue, as usual, to go thither once in eight 
weeks, to visit our people and administer the Holy Sacraments. 

“« Here at Paramaribo, in the course of this year. seventy-three adult 
negroes and eighteen children have been baptized; two received as 
members of the congregation; fifty-six admitted to the Holy Commu- 
nion; ten re-admitted; fourteen excluded: forty-one have departed 
this life. The congregation consisted at the end of the year 1820, of 
722 communicants; 93 baptized adults, not yet communicants; 154 
baptized children. In all of 969 persons, 48 more than at the close of 
1819. Besides these, there are forty-eight candidates for baptism, and 
seventy-two new applicants belonging to us: and at Fairfield, sixty- 
five; making the total of negroes under our care, 1154. 

« P. S. The Roman Catholic chapel is destroyed by the fire, but 
the Lutheran church and two Jews’ synagogues have been saved, 
though the flames approached very near to them. Besides the Calvin- 
ist church and the Town-house, $92 houses, with out-houses, were 
consumed. Nine hundred and sixty-two are left standing, but they 
are chiefly of the smaller kind, and furnished with gardens and open 
spaces between them. ‘The value of those that have been consumed 
is much greater than that of those remaining. 


“ T am ever, &c. 


“J. D. LUTZKE. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Witi1am Curistian Genru. 


* ParamariBo, May 30th, 1821. 


“ Dear Brotuer, 


“* Tue pleasure and gratitude we felt on again receiving letters 
from you, with Periodical Accounts, &c, was as great as it was un- 
expected All my fellow-labourers desire to return thanks for this 
proof of the continuance of your love, and the assurance, that, though 
no longer, as during the war, immediately within the range of your 
correspondence, we are remembered with brotherly affection and parti- 
cipation by our dear friends in England. 
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“ Brother Langballe, with whom you formerly corresponded, and 
who served this mission with exemplary faithfulness and diligence for 
thirty-three years, during eleven of which he superintended it, left us 
for North America, on the 11th of April, and probably has reached 
Bethlehem by this time. We and our negro-congregution can never 
forget his services; and the punctuality and attention which distin- 
guished him in all his labours. The Lord blessed them in a special 
manner. Nor shall I easily forget with what kindness and judgment 
he introduced me, when first I entered upon this service: I feel truly 
grateful towards him, and pray the Lord richly to bless and reward 
him here and in eternity. 

* The blessing of God continues to rest upon this mission. Our 
increase last year has been considerable. In the Passion-week the 
number of attentive hearers of all colours was so great, that the church 
could not contain them. During that blessed season, when the suffer- 
ings and death of our adorable Redeemer were the subjects of our daily 
meditation, we had new and convincing proofs, that it is the preaching 
of the Cross only, which penetrates into the hearts of men. Many 
came to us afterwards, saying, that they could find no rest, till they 
could believe in Jesus, and know him as their Saviour, who had suffered 
what they had deserved by their sins, that they might be delivered 
from curse and condemnation. Since Exster, thirty-eight new people 
have requested to be t»ken under instruction. By request of the 
Church of England minister at Berbice, the Reverend Mr. Austin, we 
now visit a plintation called Klynhoop. But for the present we cannot 
supply the post on the Neukier, or Nickerie, as Brother Buck is ren- 
dered unable to occupy it from illness. We are likewise too few to 
continue our visits to the Zealand plantation, where the proprietor, Mr. 
Tyndal, has erected a house fora Missionary of the Brethren’s Church. 
Though I am no longer employed among the Aruwack Indians, I do 
not forget them in my prayers. Sometimes I meet with a few of 
them, but, for the present, little is to be effected with this vagrant 
tribe. 

[Brother Genth inclosed in his letter a very circumstantial account 
of the fire, for which we have no room, especially as in Brother 
Lutzke’s letter the chief occurrences are noticed.] He adds: “ When 
Wwe saw ourselves saved in the midst of the flames, O how did our 
hearts beat with gratitude to our Almighty Preserver! Many of our 
negroes came running to us, and with tears expressed their thanks to 
God for our preservation, and that their church, was left standing. 
They assured us, that they had spent this dreadful night in crying to 
the Lord to spare us and our place, and He heardthem. In the even- 
ing we met in our church, and offered up praise and thanksgiving to 
God our Saviour for our deliverance. 

“ Immediate steps were taken to provide for the sufferers, both 
from the plantations and by sending ships to Barbadoes for that pur- 
pose. There was soon a sufficient supply procured, which kept pro- 
visions at the usual price. Several kind friends sent us donations, that 
we might assist the poor among our christian negroes, many of whom 
had lost their little all. None had suffered the loss of life, which, re- 
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port says, has been the fate of others. When the flames were fast ap- 
proaching our house and church, and their destruction ‘seemed una- 
voidable, a person in the street observed: ‘“‘ These Moravians are al- 
* ways speaking of the help of the Lord, and say that He can and will 
* help upon all occasions. Now we shall see, whether he will.stop 
* the fire for their sakes.” We rejoice, that we may now, from expe- 
rience, maintain our point, and continue to declare the same truth 
without gainsaying. Our dear Brother Langballe was not with us on 
this oceasion. , He had gone to visit the negroes on Fairfield estate, 
and did not return till the 24th. Having, on his passage, heard no 
particulars respecting the fire, he was indeed shocked to see the extent 
of the devastation made by the flames, but no less excited to thanks- 
giving, when he found us all in safety. 

“ Our worthy Governor, by a proclamation, invited all the inhabi- 
tants to assemble in the churches which had been spared, and to hum- 
ble themselves before God on account of this visitation. On Sunday 
the 28th, we had a solemn meeting for that purpose, when our place of 
worship was crowded, and the audience deeply affected. I remain 
ever, dear Brother, yours most affectionately, 


C. W. GENTH. 


ANTIGUA. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother C. F, Ricuter. 


« Sr. Joun’s, September 12, 1821. 


‘« We are anxiously expecting our new assistants, who, we fondly 
hope, may now be on their voyage to us, for we stand in great need of 
their services in this increasing work. On the 2d of this month, we 
had our monthly prayer-day, on which we experienced anew, that 
the Lord does not despise us, but favours our poor congregation with 
His presence, when met in His name. Here, at St. John’s, twenty- 
six adults were baptized; and forty-six, baptized as children, received 
as members of the congregation; eighty-two were added to the candi- 
dates for baptism. 

* On Sunday last, our meetings were likewise distinguished by a 
comfortable sense of our Lord’s presence, and we could rejoice in 
God our Saviour, who hears our prayers and accepts our praises. 
Little did we think, that a night of horrors would follow such a day. 

“ After sun-set, a high wind arose, accompanied with copious rain. 
It blew with great violence for about two hours, and then turned to a 
perfect hurricane. Our old houses shook and cracked in every part, 
though we had taken care to fasten all the doors and window-shutters, 
as well as we possibly could. The rain was driven, by the wind, 
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through every crevice, and even through the roof. Our houses are 
one story high, and the roof therefore immediately over the dwelling- 
rooms. After eleven o’clock, it fell a dead calm, and I walked cut to 
examine whether the church had received any injury, and what damage 
might have been done. We had previously fastened its doors and 
windows with all possible care. On stepping out of the house, I found 
the whole yard strewed with branches from the trees, and all the spouts 
on the north side thrown down and broken. Seeing a light in Brother 
Ellis’ house, I entered and found Brother Sautter and his family, who 
had fled thither during the worst of the storm, fearing that their house 
would fall. The former is defended by the church. As the calm, 
though of a suspicious character, lasted longer than usual, we all re- 
tired to our several chambers, and hoped that we should remain undis- 
turbed. But we had hardly got to bed, before it began to blow most 
furiously from the south-west, when Brother Sautter and his wife 
again took refuge with Brother Ellis. All our fences, gates, and spouts 
became the sport of the storm, and were carried away. ‘The tops of 
the trees were torn off, and with all their branches blown away, some to 
a great distance. 

“© We cannot be sufficiently thankful that our church and dwellings 
have been preserved; for the violence of the storm, and the shaking 
and creaking of all our houses, was such, that we could hardly expect 
any of them to stand. At Gracehill and Gracebay, their out-houses 
have suffered much, and all the fences and railings about their yards 
and gardens are destroyed. 4 

** The planks bought for the new settlement at Cedarbo¥y Deing 
piled up in the open air, and secured as well as pesstble, were partly 
blown away and partly split in pieces. «her building-materials, kept 
in an inclosed yard, were moetty Stolen, the fences being destroyed, for 
on such occasions there are wicked people enough, ready to take ad- 
vantage of ke general distress. 

« All is legally settled respecting our establishment at that place, 
but as to Mr. Otto’s, things proceed more slowly. We are the more 
desirous that we might soon begin to build, as the congregation at St. 
John’s is growing too large. 

‘** We are sorry to occasion so much expense to you, by building 
and repairs, but find it quite necessary to undertske both. All hands 
are now employed in repairing the damage done by the hurricane. On 
almost all the plantations the negro-houses have lost their roofs, and 
many are thrown down. 

«* With thanks to God we mention, that, notwithstanding the exces- 
sive heat in August, rendered still more oppressive by a constant calm, 
when the thermometer stood nearly the whole month at from 90 to 92 
Fahrenheit in the shade, we have all kept in tolerable health, We 
also feel grateful to hear that no lives were lost in the storm; but at 
Guadaloupe, where the hurricane commenced earlier than here, many 
are said to have lost their lives by its rage. 


CHR. FRED. RICHTER. 
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From Brother Lewis Sropwasser. 


“ NewFiELp, September 12, 1821. 


“ Dear Brorner, 


* You hate already been informed, that we could not undertake 
the voyage to Europe for our health, till relieved by the arrival of a 
company of missienaries from Europe. We are thankful, that we 
were not only enabled to suffer this disappointment with resignation, 
but have since experienced so many mercies, that we even teel pleasure 
in the prolongation of our stay. Not but that the desire we feel, once 
more to see our aged parents, remains as strong as ever: but behold- 
ing the. wonders our Lord and Saviour has wrought here at Newfield, 
we are perfectly satisfied, and our joy and gratitude supersedes every 
other consideration. In speaking lately with the individuals belonging 
to this congregation, we rejoiced to find so many of them well ground- 
ed in the faith, and on the precious doctrine of the atonement and 
meritorious death of Jesus, and fu.l of assurance, that in His blood 


they have remission of sin, and may obtain grace and strength to walk 
in His ways, as children of God. We cannot sufficiently praise Him, 
that He has so graciously owned this mission, as a tree of His own 
Planting, and by the care he takes of this flock, as the good Shepherd 
of the she€p; bas made up for the defects of His poor servants. 

“ Newfield has reahy socome a beautiful place, and the situation is 


very convenient in every respect. ‘[yees are indeed wanting, and a 
very severe gale, which we experienced I the night between the 9th 


and 10th instant, and which was accompanied by a stight shock of an 
earthquake, deprived us of the only small cluster of trees, that used to 
give us some refreshing shade, for it tore them up by the roots, though 
they were not tall, I have planted a number of cocoa-nut trees, but 
they require much time to grow to any size. 

* [am sorry to add, that the storm a'luded to, blew down the Church- 
missionary School-house on Hope estate. A new one is to be built on 
the town-land at Willoughby-bay. It is very desirable that a school- 
house be built near Newfield, and I think I could undertake for 100 
pounds sterling, to build a very roomy and handsome one of stone with 
a shingle roof. It would be of great advantage in the instruction of 
Mr. G’s. negroes, and a gain in point of time to the children on his 
estates. The blessing of the Lord on our schools, though they are at 
present attended with considerable inconvenience to us, is such, that 
we are willing to use our utmost exertions to promote this branch of 
the mission, and recommend it to the serious consideration and active 
benevolence of our dear friends in England; to whose kind remem- 
brance and prayers we commend ourselves, and all our dear fellow- 
labourers in this island. I remain, ever, &c. 


LEWIS STOBWASSER. 
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Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun Jouansen, 


‘© BasseTeRRE, September 15, 1821. 


“ Dear Broruer, 


* The contents of your last letter of July 4th, were very consoling 
to our minds, which had suffered considerable depression, by the death 
of our little infant, Charles Benjamin. You express your wish, that he 
might, by the Lord’s mercy, be a child of God, and an heir of life 
eternal; this wish is fulfilled, for he has ended his short pilgrimage, 
and is with the Lord for ever in safety. 

** | have lately been much affected by rheumatic pains, but by God’s 
blessing on the means used, am at present free from them. My, wife 
and fellow-labourers in this mission are well. The heat this year has 
been almost insupportable Reaumur’s thermometer rising to 28 and 30 
degrees in the shade. We therefore enjoyed but little rest at night, 
being troubled with the prickly heat. The extraordinary state of the 
weather also filled our minds with considerable apprehensions, as we 
expected, at the usual season, it would end in a hurricane. Our con 
jectures were not vain, for we have again experienced one of those 
awful visitations. 

“© You will be anxious to learn how we fared during the storm. We 
remained in our houses, praying to the Lord to have mercy on us, and 
to spare our lives and dwellings. The latter began to crack and 
tremble in such a manner, that we every moment thought they would 
fall; but thanks to our gracious God, He preserved us, both here and 
at Bethesda. Most of our fences, however, and all the inclosures at 
both places are blown down, and the damage done, will occasion great 
expense to our Brethren at home, which we sincerely regret; but let 
us rather give thanks to our merciful Saviour, that He has spared our 
lives and dwellings, in consideration of which, we may well bear the 
loss sustained. O how glad were we, to see the dawn of day! We had 
never before witnessed such a storm in the West Indies, It was much 
fiercer than that of 1819; but of shorter duration. May the Lord in 
mercy preserve us from a repetition of it, in this hurricane season. 
The heat of the weather is agxin very great. We are anxious to 
hear, how our Brethren in Antigua and the Danish islands have fared, 

* On the day of the commencement of the storm, we had our 
monthly prayer-day. ‘Three adults were baptized; fifteen, baptized as 
children, received as members of the congregation; three re-admitted, 
and fifteen became candidates for baptism. These are days of re- 
joicing; but, though we certainly have c.use to bless the Lord for 
bringing so many souls to the knowledge of Himself, and for adding 
them to His family on earth, yet there are also instances of defection, 
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which grieve us exceedingly. Some, though comparatively few, 
slighting the grace of the Lord bestowed upon them, return to their 
former sinful practices. In this the truth of our Lord’s saying is 
verified :—** While men slept, the enemy came and sowed tares among 
“ the wheat.” 

«| pray fervently to the Lord, that as He has appointed me to 
serve Him in His house, He would grant me a faithful heart, sincerely 
devoted to His cause, that with all boldness I may confess Him as the 
Saviour of the world, and declare, that, only through the blood of the 
Lamb of God, mankind may be saved from destruction. Remember 
us and our congregation in your prayers; we commend ourselves to 
all our dear brethren and friends in this view. 

“The clergy of the Established Church are also active in endea- 
youring to promote the spiritual welfare of the negro population; and 
the missionary, sent out by the Church of England Missionary Society, 
the Rev. Mr. Pemberton, has commenced holding service in the 
parish-church, three times a week, and formed a society, chiefly of 
coloured people. May God grant his blessing on all these benevolent 
exertions. 


JOHN JOHANSEN. 


JAMAICA. 
Extract of Letters from Brother Samurt Hocu. 


‘* CarmeL, March 24, 1821. 


- ‘“* We arrived here on the Ist of this month, after a tedious voyage 
of sixty days. Of nearly nine weeks, five were spent in combating the 
most violent gales and contrary winds, but we may truly say, that the 
goodness and mercy of the Lord has been our comfort and support in 
all trials. We felt in a special manner, how good it is to know Him, 
who calms all our fears by His love and divine presence; and while 
the sea and wind were roaring horribly, the waves frequently breaking 
over the ship and pouring into the cabin, He filled our hearts with 
peace and with that assurance, that not a hair of our heads could fall 
to the ground without His will, and that, if even we should end our 
race in the deep, He would receive our souls in mercy, for the sake of 
His merits and blood-bought righteousness. After the wind once 
changed, it continued fair to the end of our voyage, and we forgot all 
trouble. We were also favoured to have a very worthy captain, who, 
as often as it was practicable, requested me to perform divine service 
in the cabin, and in general, both by precept and example, promoted 
the cause of religion among the crew. February 7th, we saw land. 
It was the island of Antigua. It is impossible for me to describe my 
feelings ip passing by this island, where we once had the favour to serve 
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the mission, and-to see many thousand negroes brought to the know- 
ledge of their Redeemer. 

* As to our present station, we will look with faith to the help of 
the Lord, and I can truly declare, that we were strengthened and en- 
couraged on the very first Sunday after our arrival. I felt great free- 
dom in preaching to a very attentive company of negroes, many of 
whom came from a distance of twenty miles in the Mayday mountains, 
to hear the gospel After the sermon, nineteen adults and three chil- 
dren were baptized. Help us to pray, that we may soon find means to 
build a church and dwelling-house in those mountains, where we may 
serve these hungry and thirsty soyls with the word of life.” 


— 


“ Frienpsuip, (Mile-Gully,) August 27th, 1821. 


\ 


“Tam at present here for the benefit of my wife’s health, which is 
rather precarious. It was highly necessary that she should have a 
change of air, and the Lord has thus far blest the means used for her 
recovery, within the three weeks we have resided here. 

** [ am glad to have an opportunity of seeing this part of the parish 
of Manchester, called Mile-Gully, from which a great many negroes 


attend our church at New Eden. But as the distance is eighteen miles 
and more, the poor people cannot do it without much fatigue, and this 
necessarily creates uneasiness in the minds of their masters. But the 
desire to hear the word of God is so great among them, that they are 
willing to submit to the fatigwe and trouble. Yet, as we do not wish 
it to be the occasion of any offence or detriment to the proprietors of 
the estates, or of injury to themselves, we most earnestly desire to 
serve them with the gospel nearer home. 

‘“* Since we have been here, I have preached to the negroes every 
Sunday morning at ten o’clock, and met them likewise on Tuesday 
and Friday evenings at our dwelling. These meetings have been well 
attended by people of all colours, and many of them, but especially 
the negroes, praise God with heart and mouth for the opportunity of 
hearing the glad tidings of salvation nearer home. (They express an 
earnest wish, that we would remain here, and build a church. But 
yesterday, when I observed to them, how gladly I would serve them 
with the gospel, if we had but the means of buying some land, and 
building an establishment, a negro exclaimed: ‘“ O Massa, we will 
© give money, and help to build a church. The words I heard from 
© you to-day are more worth to me than an hundred pounds.” Many 
similar expressions have been heard by us since our arrival here, which 
greatly encourage us humbly to hope, that the Lord would bless the 
labours of the Brethren, if they could establish themselves in this 
quarter. 

‘| have also had much conversation with planters and proprietors, 
who are willing to lend assistance, that their negroes may not go so 
far from home, and by fatigue render themselves unable to work with 
the same activity as when they have had proper rest. Offers have 
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been made, which however it would not appear advisable to accept. 
I spoke plainly to them of the low state of our means, which prevents 
us from venturing to form new missionary establishments, without help 
from those concerned in, or benefitted by them, and by whom our ser- 
vices are required. I hope that, in due time, we shall, by the Lord’s 
blessing, have a settlement in this district as well as on the other side 
of the parish, at or near Fairfield, if we can get some land. If you 
could see Mile-Gully, which is about twenty miles in length, bounded 
by a chain of mountains to the east, and to the west and south con- 
nected with thé May-day mountains, containing about 4000 negroes; 
if you could know all the circumstances combining to render a settle- 
ment here as needful as any where; and likewise perceive the desire of 
the negroes and many people of colour, and the good wishes of not a 
few of the gentlemen, that the Gospel might be preached by us here, 
your heart would rejoice and glow with zeal... The climate of this re- 
gion is healthy and cool, and while there exists the greatest scarcity of 
provisions in other parishes, on account of the long continued drought, 
by which the grass and other vegetables are burnt up, all here looks 
beautiful and green. 

« The mountain-negroes, who now go to Carmel, would find it much 
more convenient to come hither. I went with this view last week to 
Spice Grove, to acquaint the negroes with my intention, and they bless- 
ed God for a ray of hope, that their spiritual wants would be generous- 
ly considered. 

“ You will know by this time, that our dear fellow-labourer, Brother 
Light, has become a widower. As soon as circumstances would per- 

nit, after his wife’s depurture, I went to. see him, and can truly say, 
that I was much pleased with his little flock, though I regret with him 
and you, that so few adults in his district have open ears and hearts to 
receive the gospel. ie is, however, indefatigable in endexvouring to 
make them acquainted with their God and Saviour, whom to know is 
life eternal. 

« We commend ourselves, with the whole cause of God in Jamaica, 
to the prayers, and kind consideration of all our Brethren and friends, 
and remain, &c. 


SAMUEL HOCH. 


From Brother James Lienur. 


“ Irwin, June 23d, 1821. 


** It will soon be six years, since we arrived at this place. I have 
been most graciously supported up to this period, and experienced 
many mercies from the Friend of the poor and needy, when in my 
solitude I turned unto Him for comfort. A new scene now begins to 
present itself to my view. And while! praise Him for the past, I de- 
sire to trust to Him for the time to come. My dear wile, after a long 
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and lingering illness, is now hastening to the end of her journey, long- 
ing for her release from this vale of tears. She has been confined to 
her bed nearly three weeks. I think, before you receive this, she will 
have been admitted to share the prize gained for her by the love and 
sufferings of her Saviour. My heart is full: I can add no more: She 
has been a faithful wife, and a true helpmate. 

*« In answer to my complaint of the slow progress we had made in 
this place, you justly remind me, that one soul is infinitely precious, 
and that our dear Brethren, who, in the beginning, went forth to 
preach the gospel to the heathen, enduring toil, and pain, and disap- 
pointments, thought they would be well repaid, should they have but 
one sou! for their hire. You are right, and so will every true servant 
of the Lord think; yet, as you add, it is natural for us to look for 
more. The Lord, I trust, has given me more. ‘There are some at 
Williamsficld, on Tryall estate, at Irwin, and Kirk Patrick Hall, of 
whom I have well grounded hopes, that they are under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, and in truth seeking to know Jesus as their Saviour 
and deliverer. ‘True conversion of heart is indeed a rare and precious 
jewel. Ihave sometimes had cause to mourn over my hasty conclu- 
sions, but also t» rejoice over such as gave genuine proofs of their ha- 
ving been turned from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to the living God. 

* The congregation of christian negroes at New Eden, under the 
care of Brother Becker, appears to be in a prosperous state. The 
number increases, especially from the coffee-plantations in the mount- 
ains, and several from Island estate attend occasionally. The new 
church and house command an agreeable prospect. It may be com- 
pared to a light shining in darkness, reflecting its beams on all around; 
and may the light of the word of God shine from thence into the hearts 
of many! The expence attending these buildings is rather high, yet I 
am persuaded, that could any of our dear brethren and friends, who 
have contributed to it, but once be present on a communion or prayer- 
day, they would rejoice to have been faveured to assist in so blessed a 
work. When I visited that place on the 4th of May last, I found that 


146 had been baptized or admitted to the Lord’s supper, from Easter 
1820, to Easter 1821. 


“ Trwin, July 4, 1821. 


* In my letter of June 23d, I informed you, that my dear wife was 
fast hastening to the end of all trouble and sorrow. [ have now to 
add, that in the night of the 25th of June, it pleased the Lord to take 
her home to His eternal enjoyment. While I rejoice that she is at 
rest, I mourn over my loss. She was indeed an affectionate wife, and 
from a child had been distinguished for her faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of every duty. This she proved by the filial care, with which 
she attended her father, who was long afflicted with illness. Her call, 
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to serve the Lord among the heathen, was truly precious to her, and 
she did every thing committed unto her as unto the Lord, with exem- 
plary diligence. He blessed her labours, for the spiritual advantage 
and comfort of many a soul. She was in the 47th year of her age. 


* Commending myself to the prayers and kind remembrance of all 
my Brethren, [ remain, &c. 


JAMES LIGHT. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extracts of Letters from Brother Hans Perer Hauysecx. 


** GrognexLoor, December 23, 1820. 
* Dear Brotuer, 


* { return you my best thanks for your letters, with the Mission- 
ary Register, Periodical Accounts, Newspapers, &c. They were most 
welcome; but above all, | am commissioned by our Hottentots here, 
and at Gnadenthal, to express to you and their kind benefactors in 
England, their heartfelt gratitude for the present of clothing, sent by 
the ship Dowson. May the Lord abundantly bless the kind friends of 
the tawny sons of southern Africa, and increase their means in propor- 
tion to their desire of doing good. 

“ The harvest has again failed this year throughout this colony, the 
rust (mildew) having in some parts totally destroyed, in others, mate- 
rially damaged the wheat: an occurrence hitherto quite unknown in 
the history of the country, Many of the boors maintain, that the 
English have imported this plague. 

** Gnadenthal and its vicinity have suffered less than any other part. 
Our Hottentots have seldom had a better crop, but yet, on account of 
the general failure, they look forward to a year of distress and scarcity. 
The wheat has risen in price from seventy to one hundred and sixty 
rix dollars per muid. Here, at Groenekloof, not half the quantity of 
wheat has been produced that was raised last year, but there is a 
tolerable crop of barley and oats. 

The spiritual state of the congregation here, blessed be God, is 
very encouraging, and of Gnadenthal I may say the same. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 


* GNADENTHAL, January 23, 1821. 

«| left Groenekloof for Capetown on the Ist instant, having some 
business to transact with Government, and met with every degree of 
attention and kindness from Colonel Bird and Mr. Ellis. During my 
stay there, on the 5th, our worthy friend, Mrs. Disandt, departed this 
life, in reliance on the merits of Jesus. 1 was desired by the family to 
offer up a prayer, shortly before she breathed her last. She served our 
mission with great willingness and faithfulness, and I believe, all our 
Brethren and Sisters, who have enjoyed her hospitality, will remember 
her with much gratitude. She considered it a favour, to have been 
spared to see the last company of our Missionaries arrive from Europe, 
and to converse with them on those subjects, which to a dying person 
are of the first moment. Our highly esteemed friend, Mr. Hancke, has 
undertaken to execute our commissions for the present. 

* Several changes have taken place in the settlement; Brother 
Lemmerz is called to Enon, Brother Stein to Gnadenthal. 

The inclosed diary will give sou some idea of the state of this con- 
gregation, during the last quarter of the year. You will find, that we 
have had an increase, during the year past, of twenty three inhabitants; 
and that upwards of twenty cottages have been built, among which six 
are walled. The number of communicants has been augmented to 
512. But the chief question with you and us relates to the internal 
state of the congregation, and this is not to be measured by numbers, 
but by the growth in grace of every individual, and of the whole flock. 
Thanks to our Saviour, we may, in this respect also, amidst all our 
imperfections and short-comings, declare, that we have much reason 
to rejoice. His werk prospers among us, nor is this persuasion found- 
ed on conjecture, but on positive facts. When the hunger and thirst 
of a congregation after the word of God remain unabated; when the 
members of it value the blessing of Christian fellowship; when in 
many an increasing zeal to possess and bring into action those virtues 
that adorn the truly Christian character, is perceived; then I think 
we may say, that such a congregation is not retrograding; and conse- 
quently, however slow may be the motion, it must be in a progressive 
state of improvement, for stationary it cannot remain. Our assemblies 
in the house of God are well attended, and that not by compulsion or 
persuasion, but because the people feel a desire after the word of God, 
and experience the fulfilment of our Saviour’s promise, that He will be 
in the midst of those who meet in His name. They dread nothing 
more, than, for any transgression, to be excluded from the classes to 
which they belong; and consider themselves in that case the most 
wretched of beings, until, after repentance, they are re-admitted. Nor 
can it be denied, that a gradual improvement in diligence and indus- 
try appears in various ways; and that most of the baptized and com- 
municants, when tried by affliction, are patterns of Christian patience 
and resignation to the will of the Lord, without being either insensible 
stoics or careless indifferentists. A woman, dying of a consumption, 
said to me lately, while she pointed to ber swoln legs, “ There comes 
** death! Once I should have trembled at this foreboding, but now I 
** am not afraid. Thanks to my Saviour, who died for me!” 
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Groenexioor, March 10, 1821. 

After giving an account of the Missionary stations at Enon and 
Gnadenthal, he adds,—‘* When I left Gnadenthal, on the Ist instant, 
all the Missionaries and their children were well. Among the Hotten- 
tots, an infectious inflammatory fever had been prevalent for some 
time, which gave us frequent opportunities to assist them; but, by the 
mercy of God, only one or two had died. The distress of the country 
this year is quite unparalleled, and we cannot help looking forward to 
the latter half of it, with a degree of fear. But with God our Saviour 
all things are possible, and He will and can help, when all human 
means fail.” 

“ GnapentHaL, April 20, 1821. 

** Since my return to this place, we have had many agreeable visits 
from English friends. They seemed much gratified with what they 
saw and heard. Being the only person residing here, who can speak 
their language, a good deal of my time has been occupied in attending 
to them, which I consider as profitably spent in the service of the 
Mission, as in any other way. 

«< We are now celebrating the Passion-week, and both we and our 
congregation derive a blessing from the contemplation of the sufferings 
of our Redeemer, and from hearing His last discourses to His followers 


before His passion. Fifty-nine persons were to advance in the privi- 
leges of the church. Twenty-five were yesterday present as candidates 
for the Lord’s Supper. On Easter Monday, fourteen will be baptized, 
and six received as members of the congregation.” 


‘© May 23, 1821. 

«* Brother Marsveld is still with us here below, and begs to return 
your cordial salutations. His memory is indeed weakened, or nearly 
lost; but still we rejoice to have our venerable father among us, and 
are happy to find, that he feels very comfortable among his younger 
brethren. In bodily strength he has not declined much within this 
year, and these few days past was able to visit the nearest parts of the 
village. 

“‘ In answer to your question about the growth of our plantations, I 
have to state, that the seeds of beech, birch, and larch did not come 
up, but different sorts of fir came freely, of which, however, some 
kinds were afterwards blighted, by something like the mildew in the 
wheat, Several plants of the Pinaster escaped, and I hope will con- 
tinue to thrive. These mishaps must not discourage us. Steady per- 
severance from yeur to year, will no doubt have its reward, as I have 
already the pleasure to see in Baatje’s-bosch. I expect some seeds 
from the East Indies; and, in time, hope that our humble vale will 
afford still more shade, and become doubly interesting by various 
improvements. If a few hundred of its inhabitants would emigrate, 
and form a separate settlement at some distance, encouragement 


would be given by Gevernment, and the advantage of such a measure 
is apparent. 
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‘The pamphlets you sent us were very welcome. What you lay 
aside in London, as hardly worth reading, will be read with great 
eagerness in the deserts of Africa. We rejoice at the progress of the 
Lord’s work in other parts of the earth. The very interesting account 
given by Brother Gloeckler, of his shipwreck, affected us deeply. 

* We have had a very agreeable visit from our worthy Governor, 
Sir Rufane Shaw Donkin; during which, his excellency expressed his 
satisfaction, and his readiness to contribute to the prosperity of the 
Brethren’s mission in this country. 

** In externals, our poor Hottentots have to struggle with great dif- 
ficulties; but they put their trust in God, in a manner truly edifying, 
and will therefore not be put to the blush. ‘Two persons have 
lately departed this life, giving the most striking evidence of their faith 
and joy, which has made a salutary impression on all; and in conver- 
sation with the Hottentots we have most encouraging proofs, that the 
Spirit of truth and grace applies the preaching of Christ’s cross and 
atonement, with power to the hearts of the hearers. 

* Brother Lemmerz and his company arrived at Enon, on the 26th 
of April, after a very safe and pleasant journey. He is quite charmed 
with the place, which consists of thirty-four Hottentot houses. 

** You inquire about the Caffres living at Gnadenthal. None of those 
you saw here, have either departed this life, or been sent away, since 
my arrival. They behave in the most exemplary manner, as faithful 
Christians. Ernest Appolli, Elias Jager, Cornelius Januar, Arnold Stof- 
fel, Zacheus Deba, Lewis Matros, and the widow Tabea Jochems, are <li 
alive, and some of them have several children. Sebastian Stoffel, Dan- 
tel Kaffer, and Wilhelmina Baatje, have removed to Enon. 


“ GroreNnEKLoor, July 11, 1821. 

* The state of this congregation is, in general, pleasing and encour- 
aging. Since the beginning of this year, thirty-five new comers have 
obtained leave to live in the settlement, and the number of inhabitants 
now amounts to upwards of 420. The congregation are diligent in their 
attendance at church. Last Sunday I had the favour to administer 
Holy Baptism to four adults and one child. The sum total of baptized 
Hottentots living here, is 364. Eighty-six persons lie buried in Groene- 
kloof burial-ground. 

“ The distress of the poor Hottentots here, as every where, is very 
great. Yet their heavenly Father cares for them, and does not put 
their confidence in Him to the blush. Our noble-minded Landdrost, 
Mr. Stoll, out of his private purse made us a present of ten muids of 
wheat, to be distributed as seed-corn among the poor. Its value is up- 
wards of 200 rix-dollars ‘The wax-berry bushes are this year so abun- 
dantly loaded with fruit, that the Hottentot women and children have 
earned several hundred dollars by boiling wax, and are still engaged in 
that work. 

“ When I left Gnadenthal on the 2d of July, all the missionaries and 
their children were well. Brother Marsveld continued to appear at 
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table, and to walk about the oak-grove, though he complained, that his 
subjects, (meaning his legs) would not obey him as formerly. The 
scarcity of provisions compels a great number of the Gnadenthal Hot- 
tentots to wander about in search of food, and therefore the church 
does not fill as usual. But the Lord graciously owns the few, that 
meet in his name, and will, no doubt, cause even this external distress 
to work together for good. 
« The high flood in the river Sonderend, has done some damage to 
the footbridge lajd over the piers, though not of material consequence.” 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun Henry Scumirr, dated Enon, 
on the Wirre Revier, June, 29, 1821. 


*«* My Dear Broruer, 


** On the 5th instant, I had the pleasure to receive your kind let- 
ters of the 17th and 20th of last December. We cannot give you an 
adequate idea of the joy we feel, when we receive letters, and accounts 
of the welfare of our Brethren and friends at so great a distance. We 
also rejoice to hear from you, that your son is appointed to be with you, 
and we trust, he will enter with his whole heart into the service, in 
which you have been so long engaged, and become acquainted with 

many friends and well-wishers to the cause of God, and to the work 
He has committed to the Church of the Brethren. Their desire is, 
that the heathen may be delivered from darkness and the bondage of 
Satan, and brought to the light and the knowledge of the living God; 
and may God bless them for all the assistance they have of late render- 
ed us, by granting to every one of them a share in the blessing, that 
attends the gathering in of that harvest, which shall constitute the re- 
ward for the travail of Christ’s soul, in which we are favoured to be em- 
ployed, and they with us. 

* April 26th, Brother Lemmerz, his wife, and three children, and 
Sisters Richter and Bryer, arrived here. We fetched them from Uiten- 
hege. It gave us very great pleasure and encouragement to see this 
dear company arrive to our assistance. Brother Lemmerz and his 
wife are already well acquainted with the business. He has been ap- 
pointed to take charge of the school, the garden, and the vineyard, 
which we mean to plant to the westward of our house. Brother Hoff- 
man undertakes the management of the corn-land, on Strubel’s farm, 
in the mountains, where he has already sown three sacks of corn. 
Though the distance and other circumstances render it a troublesome 
concern, especially in winter, yet we are driven to it by necessity, At 
present there is scarcely any corn in the whole country, and the price 
of it has risen from 25 to 26 rix-dollars a sack (muid.) Brother Hor- 
nig attends the smithy. He has made all the iron-work for our church 
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and other buildings, which was a great advantage to us. I do not re- 
member to have said any thing in my last letter about laying the corner 
stone of our new church. This was done on the 12th of March, with 
the usual solemnities. Dwellings have been provided, as well as we 
were able, for our new assistants. Though we had a great deal of sick- 
ness in the place, we got on so well with the building, that on the 12th 
of May we could open the new church. 

“© We have had many days of blessing, through the mercy and en- 
livening presence of our God and Saviour, at Christmas, New-Year, 
Epiphany, on the 12th of March, and Easter, for the building up of 
this little congregation in the faith. ‘The dedication of our temporary 
place of worship was distinguished by a very particular spirit of joy 
and thanksgiving for the mercies of God shown unto us. At eight in 
the forenoon, we and our whole little flock met in the place, hitherto 
appropriated for the performance of divine worship, when Brother 
Hoffman, in a short address, called on us to remember what great 
things the Lord had done for us, during the short period of our set- 
tling in this valley, by the preaching of the cross; concluding with 
prayer and thanksgiving for tue blessings which had attended our as- 
sembling here in His name. The congregation then walked in pro- 
cession to the new building, where, after singing that hymn: “ Vow 
let us praise the Lord, §c.” we knelt down, and I offered up a prayer, 
dedicating this house to His service, and intreating His blessing on our 
meeting together in this place, on the schools, &c. At ten, Brot :er 
Hornig addressed the children, «ll being present; at three in the after- 
noon, nine adults received holy baptism, and in the evening Brother 
Lemmerz delivered a discourse to the whole congregation. Thus this 
day was spent in grateful remembrance of the mercy of our God and 
Saviour, our hearts were enlivened and refreshed by His presence, and 
we devoted ourselves anew to his service, trusting to His enabling 
grace and strength for our future labours in His vineyard. 

‘“* Besides the nine above-mentioned persons, eight adults and eleven 
children have been baptized since the beginning of the year, and eleven 
admitted to partake of the Lord’s Supper. Well may we say, that the 
Lord is fulfilling the gracious promise given, Jeremiah xxxiii. 12, which, 
as you know, proved so great an encouragement to us, when we first 
chose this wild place for the formation of a tiiird settlement, in 1816. 
That word we shall never forget. 

‘© At present we are still busily employed in the finishing of the two 
rooms adjoining the church, which will be tolerably well done, in the 
humble African style. Yet some of us must make shift, till a proper 
mission-house can be built, and then we mean to add one of these 
rooms and the passage to the church, as probubly the increase of our 
congregation will require it. 

** [ have now, my dear Brother, given you an account of our con- 
gregation and settlement, and of the effects of the grace of God prevail- 
ing among us; and were I to add much more on this subject, it would 
yet be too little to His praise. This account is as true as it is encoura- 
ging: but as you have spent nevrly a year among the heathen at the 
Cape, I need not inform you, that those, who have so lately escaped 
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from the snares of Satan, are yet poor, weak creatures. I have had 
many opportunities of observing, that the devil, when he fears, that tie 
formation of such a city of the Lord will eventually prove the ruin of 
his kingdom, places himself in the way, and creates darkness whereso- 
ever he can; and did not our all-powerful Saviour Himself thrust him 
out, he would soon darken all our path, and prevent our proceeding. 
Whoever goes as a Missionary among the heathen, without carrying 
with him the banner of the cross, may seem to do very well. It is 
easily understood, that they who love darkness rather than light, love 
such as do not disturb them: but whoever would go into Satan’s quar- 
ters, and rescue some of his unlawfu' prey, or even labour to overthrow 
his strong holds, must know on what foundation he stands, and that 
he has the Strong and Mighty One at his right hand. The enemy has 
no objections to setting up a nominal Christianity, if only those who 
adhere to it do not learn to know the Saviour as their Saviour. 

** Last week, Colonel Cuyler, with his whole family, honoured us 
with a very agreeable visit of two days. ‘They seemed to like our little 
village much, and to take a great interest in the welfare both of our- 
selves and our Hottentots. 

“ To give youa good idea of the state of our place, I have made a 
ground-plan, which will show you, how both our and the Hottentots’ 
dwellings are situated. Just now we are rather distressed for want of 
bread. May God grant us a good harvest, that the poor may again 
have bread to eat; for it is lamentable to see, how many of them, with 
their children, must put up with any kind of food to preserve life. 

* 'The Caffres let us alone, and I hope, they will no more come 
to us as enemies, but with a desire to hear the word of God, and learn 
to know Jesus as their Saviour. What the Missionary, sent to them, 
has been able to do, I have not heard. We wish him all success; but 
hitherto it has appeared, that the hearts of that people are as yet, in 
general, closed against the gospel. 

“ It always gives me pleasure to hear from Labrador,* and I rejoice, 
that the blessing of the Lord now rests upon that mission. My dear 
old fellow-labourers there, are getting aged, and, like myself, have seen 
their best days. Brother Kohlmeister is ten years older than myself, 
and I am almost worn out. My lameness rather increases than other- 
wise; however, I will gladly serve the Lord with my remaining strength. 

**'To the Society for the furtherance of the Gospel, and to all our 
friends and benefactors, we beg to present our best love and thanks. 


I remain ever, &c. 


JOHN H. SCHMITT. 


* Brother Schmitt was employed in that mission twelve years, before he 
went to the Cape. 
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Extract of a Letter from Sister A. Scumrrr. 


“ Zwartsxop Revier, June 1, 1821. 


** As we are detained here, at the farm of our worthy friend, Mr. 
Von Buchenrode, being on our way to Algoa-Bay, to fetch some goods 
sent from the Cape, and the vessel not having arrived, I cannot employ 
my time more agreeably than by writing to you. This I have long 
wished to do, but have not been able, chiefly on account of illness, with 
which I have been often afilicted since the commencemert of the year. 
In January, and at the latter end of March and beginning of April, I 
was for several weeks so much indisposed, that it was with the greatest 
difficulty I could at all attend to my duties. Our Lord and Saviour 
has done much, yea, far above my expectation and deserts, in helping 
me through, and restoring me to health; nor did He, in the worst 
stage of my disorder, suffer me to despair of His aid, though I was 
often at the brink. In February, my dear husband likewise had a 
severe attack of illness, which induced me, with the consent of the 
Brethren here, to write to Gnadenthal, and represent the necessity of 
sending us speedy assistance; and that the Brethren and Sisters, des- 
tined for Enon, might no longer be detained, having heard that they 
had arrived at the Cape on the 18th of December. 

* T received a kind answer from Brother Hallbeck, stating good 
reasons for the delay; but every one feels his own burden most, and 
mine appeared almost too much both for body and mind, being the 
only European female at Enon. 

“In March, a very distressing complaint ‘the bloody flux) broke out 
among our people. Scarcely one escaped, and four departed this life 
in the same hour. I was present when an old woman and a little girl 
died at the same time. The former afforded me great satisfaction, 
especially as she was one of those, for whom I had often entreated the 
Lord, that He would grant more life to her soul. She had been bap- 
tized before our flight. On her sick+bed she said of her own accord: 
‘* [ am assured that when I die, I shall go to Jesus my Saviour. 1 re- 
* joice in the hope that He will receive me, unworthy as Tam. He 
‘“‘ has spared me so long, that I might learn to know myself, and that 
** He alone is the true Helper, even in bodily sickness. I left this 
** place to seek help and found none.” (She had been to a doctor at 
Graham’s-town, and returned worse.) When she could no more speak, 
she held out her hand to me, and looked at me with a countenance full 
of serenity and joy. 

‘« The weather was at that time very unfavourable, and not calcula- 
ted to prevent the spread of the complaint. I did all in my power to 
assist the patients; and for that purpose found the remaining part of 
the old clothing, sent last year by our benefactors in England, of most 
essential service. I was glad, I had saved some of the old linen, with 
which I could help them in various ways. We were obliged to bury 
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the dead as soon as possible, in order to prevent infection. I assure 
you, that every such case of necessity renews my thanks to the Lord, 
and to those benevolent friends in England for that gift: nor can I de- 
scribe the expressions of gratitude I often hear from the Hottentots. 
I can truly say, that these presents have been distributed with every 
possible precaution, so as to make them tell, and never without there 
being real nécessity for the gift. We have still a few things in reserve, 
of which a proper use will be made in due season. We are all thank- 
ful to the Lord, that we did not suffer from the disorder prevailing 
among our people, till they were all perfectly recovered, but then I 
had a very severe attack, which weakened me much. 

‘*« Perhaps our being detained at this place (the Zwartskop’s River) 
is for the best, and I perceive that the sea air is beneficial to me. 
One of the new settlers, a watchmaker by trade, resides here. His 
wife was acquainted with several of our friends in London, and her 
eyes sparkled with joy, when she heard that we were members of the 
Brethren’s Church. We have spent several pleasant evenings with 
these good people in their cottage. His first station was on the fron- 
tier, but finding it not to answer his expectation, he returned to this 
place, where he has plenty of work, but much regrets that he left 
England, which I believe many more do; and indeed it is no wonder. 
The great scarcity of bread, owing to the mildew getting into the corn, 
disheartens even the old inhabitants of the colony. I hear that the 
poor settlers have reaped nothing from their labour, None of them 
have settled nearer to us than Kourney and Sandvlachte, and only one 
of them paid us a visit, a Mr. Pringle, who came on purpose to see our 
settlement, in company with our friend Mr. Hart, the present inspector 
of the government-farm at Somerset. Mr. Pringle spent six days with 
us, to our mutual satisfaction. 

** The acting Governor, Sir Rufane Donkin, is now at Bathurst, to 
settle a court of justice, and appoint a Landdrost for a new district, 
extending as far as Bosjeman’s Revier. Thus our excellent Landdrost, 
Colonel Cuyler, gets some relief. We are pleased that our place re- 
mains under his superintendency, and his kindness towards us contin- 
ues unabated. When my husband and myself go to Uitenhage, we 
find a most pleasant home at his house. We have now spent five days 
with Mr. Von Buchenrode, and have experienced much kindness from 
him and his family. Mr. Melville with his wife and children are gone 
to Latakun. 

« Enon, July 8. 

** On the 5th of June, on our arrival in the bay, 1 had the great 
pleasure to receive your letters of December 8th and 13th, 1820, and 
three numbers of the Periodical Accounts. Your former letter of 
August Ist, I received in March. It was not before April 26th, that 
Brother Lemmerz, with his wife and the two sisters from Germany, 
reached this place. We were delighted to see our dear friends Lem- 
merz and their three children arrive with us. Sister Lemmerz and 
myself are old acquaintances, from our living together at Groenekloof. 
For the other two sisters I feel great affection, and believe they will 
find themselves comfortably at home at Enon. I cannot express in 
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words the pleasure I enjoy, in having the company of these sisters, 
after having been so long alone. As to dwellings, we are not yet quite 
in order, but are satisfied to make any shift. My burden will now be 
light, compared to what it has been for the last two years; but when I 
look back, I am ashamed that I should sometimes have felt impatient 
and thought it hard. May our Saviour forgive all my murmurings, and 
not suffer me ever to forget the many ways and means He has made 
use of, to keep me as an humble suppliant at His feet. 

** I beg you to let my mother and relations at Fairfield know that 
we are well, and that our journey to the bay was of service to me, that 
they may not be anxious about me. The ground-plan my husband 
sends you, will give you some idea of our settlement. The spots mark- 
ed before the long house, are orange and lemon trees, replanted from 
the old garden; that at No. 3 is now full of oranges. Could you now 
see Enon, I am sure your heart would rejoice. I wish you could help 
us to build some smil] cottages for poor widows, like those you saw at 
Mr. Von Helstein’s place Don’t say, “ Much would have more.” 
We have indeed had so many proofs of the generosity of our English 
friends, that you might well tell me to be silent, and ask for no more 
favours. 

** | could write much more, but must stop here. Many Hottentots 
beg to have their names mentioned to you, and to say, that they pray 
the Lord to bless you and all their good friends in England. I leave 
off reluctantly, and remain ever yours, &c. 


A. SCHMITT. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Joan Lemmenz. 


« Enon, on the Witre Revier, June 28, 1821. 


*T hope, my letter from Gnadentha] of the 18th of January, in 
which I informed you of our call to Enon, has safely reached your 
hands. 

© March 12th, 1 delivered over to Brother Stein my charge of the 
vineyards and gardens, and spent the remaining days in visiting all the 
cottages in the village, to take leave. 

* On the 25th, I preached my farewell sermon on the words, 
‘ Litile children abide in Him, that when He shall appear, we may have 
* confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.” 1 John 
ii. 28. The Lord strengthened me in a remarkable manner, to speak 
with freedom and ease, though I felt great pain in the thoughts of 
leaving this dear place and people. But when, towards the close, I 
began to mention my now being called to another station, and that for 
the present, I must bid them farewell, such general and loud weeping 
prevailed in the congregation, that my voice faultered, and I was obli- 
ged to desist, and end in tears instead of words. But that which 
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moves me most to tears of tharikfulness to my merciful God and Sa- 
viour, is the unmerited favour He has shown unto me and my wife in 
this place, granting His blessing upon our poor services, and the love 
and confidence of all our dear people, young and old, whom we have 
been favoured to serve for five years. On the 19th, most of the parents 
and all my fellow-labourers being present, I took leave of the school- 
children. 

* On the 27th, after taking an affectionate leave of the Missionaries, 
and the Hottentots, who had assembled in the grove to express their 
good wishes once more by a furewell-hymn, we set out, accompanied 
by the Brethren Hallbeck and Fritsch, as far as Commandant Linde’s 
place. We spent the first night at this worthy man’s house. At 
Zwellendam we were most kindly received by the Landdrost, Mr. 
Schonberg, and the Rev. Mr. Spiecker. On the 7th of April, we reach- 
ed Attaqua’s Kloof, where we met a waggon sent from Enon. After 
crossing the mountains, we sent back one of the Gnadenthal waggons, 
and arrived on the 24th at Uitenhage, where Colonel Cuyler and his 
lady treated us with the kindest hospitality. Here we were met by 
Brother Schraitt and his wife, and on the 25th set out for the place of 
our destination. On our approach, we found the Brethren Hornig and 
Hofman, with a considerable number of Hottentots, ready to wel- 
come us with hymns of praise to our Almighty Saviour and Preserver, 
and in about half an hour after, reached this agreeable little place, 
glad and thankful for all the mercies and protection, experienced on 
the journey. 

* On the 29th, I delivered my first discourse, and on the 12th of 
May, the temporary church was opened in a solemn manner. 

* Thave here resumed the occupations I had at Gnadenthal, and 
have the care of the garden. There is not as yet a good supply of 
water. However, with the assistance of a ship’s pump, lately purcha- 
sed, we hope to lead the water out of the Witte Revier into our grounds. 
We intend this year to plant a vineyard. ‘The schools have likewise 
been committed tome. ‘The number of boys and girls in them is, at 
present, 58, They show a great desire to be instructed, but we have 
no books for them, neither testaments nor catechisms. I request you, 
dear Brother, to assist us to prefer a petition to those kinds friends, 
who so liberally provided us with books at Gnadenthal, that we may 
soon obtain ‘hem. 


* What I felt on entering Enon, and finding a little congregation 
and family of God so comfortably settled in this wilderness, I cannot 
express; nay, with every day my lot appears to me more precious, that 
I, who am so unworthy, am favoured to serve my Saviour in this part 
of His vineyard. With the most cordial salutations to all our Brethren 
and friends, I remain ever, &c. your affectionate Brothe r.” 


JOHN LEMMERZ. 





MISSION TO PERSIA. 


Of an attempt to establish a Mission among the GEBRES wa 
PERSIA. 


One of the earliest attempts of the Brethren, to disseminate the 
gospel among the heathen, had for its object the Gebres or Gaurs in 
Persia. These people are a remnant of the ancient Persians, and 
have retained their religion down from remote antiquity, which is a 
species of refined Paganism. On that account their oppressors, who 
have in later times invaded the country, and who profess Mahomedan- 
ism, have given them the appellation of “ Gebres,” i. e. Infidels. 

Ever since 1732, missionaries from the Brethren’s church had gone 
to the Danish West India islands, to Greenland, Surinam, and several 
other countries. 

In 1747, the Brethren Hocker and Rueffer, went to Persia, in order 
to ascertain, whether they could gain an entrance for the gospel of Je- 
sus among the Gebres. They likewise hoped to be of service to this 
people by means of their calling, as physicians and surgeons, and by 
their practice to gain their subsistence. For this purpose they travel- 
led from Germany to Leghorn, and from thence went by water to 
Smyrna. Amidst a variety of dangers, they prosecuted their route to 
Ispahan, the capital of Persia.—They could not indeed obtain their 
main object; they did not even so much as see in that country one of 
those whom they were in quest of. Existing political relations, and 
internal commotions arising from them, cast insurmountable obstacles 
in their way, and they felt not a little disappointed at finding them- 
selves compelled to drop their design, and to leave the country. Still 
the narrative of their travels through an important part of Asia, and 
the account of the sufferings they endured, and the providential aids 
they experienced by the way, are in many respects both interesting and 
instructive. Even some of those traits, which do not seem immedi- 
ately to fall in with their design, may at least give rise to useful com- 
parisons, and among them chiefly those circumstances and events, to 
which the Persian regents gave birth, and which so deeply affected the 
welfare of their subjects. On perusing these particulars, the reader 
will no doubt be insensibly led to this reflection: ‘“ Blessed be God, 
that we are governed by magistrates, who sway their authority accord- 
ing to better principles.” 

With respect to the two Brethren more especially, their narrative 
affords a lively display of their fidelity to the Saviour and His cause, of 
their constancy amidst untoward occurrences, and their childlike con- 
tentment under the leadings of Providence; and exhibits them as edify- 
ing examples for imitation, to those, who, as champions of the Lord, 
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are called to take the field, and also—in substance—to the rest, who 
are destined “‘ to abide by the stuff,’ and in the common walks of life 
quietly to exercise charity, patience, and faith. 

Let us now attend our travellers directly to Asia, since it is there 
only, that their pilgrimage begins to prove interesting. Brother 
Hocker writes: 

After an easy passage, we arrived at Alexandretta, June $0th, 1747. 
On treading Asiatic ground for the first time, and on reflecting that on 
this continent and in this region the great deeds of our Lord were 
wrought for the salvation of mankind, and that myself too had become 
an unworthy subject of it, I felt dispesed to prostrate myself on the 
spot, in order to return thanks to Him for accomplishing our redemp- 
tion by His sufferings and death. Among these silent reflections, I 
devoted myself anew to Him, willingly and faithfully to follow my 
Lord. Our stay at Alexandretta was but short, and we were glad to 
leave this spot, which during the summer season is very unhealthy, 
particularly for strangers. During the day, the rays of the sun, re- 
flected from the high mountains, occasion a most intense heat, and at 
night, dense vapours arise from the marshes in the vicinity; which tend 
to create malignant fevers. We visited none but the English Vice- 
consul, to whom we were recommended, and found him an obliging 
man. 

July Ist, we set out on our journey on horse-back after sun-set, ac- 
companied by a Jew merchant, who had travelled with us from Leg- 
horn, and attended by two Turks, After the lapse of two hours, having 
nearly traversed the mountains, we entered upon a serene and healthy 
atmosphere, and at one o’clock at night reached the great village of 
Beilan, where the English and French consul generally reside during 
summer. Our Jew merchant being but a poor horse-man, we had to 
halt till morning. During the greater part of the next day (July 2d), 
on account of the extreme heat, we staid at Canemalcut, a town that 
much resembles in appearance a settlement of the Brethren; in the 
centre stands a mosque or Mabomedan house of prayer, and round 
about, in the form of a square, are small houses, enclosed by walls. 
We were surrounded by swarms of Turks, who behaved well enough; 
they were, however, rather too fond of inviting themselves to our table. 
In the evening at five o’clock, we travelled on, across a fruitful but 
uncultivated plain, and at one o’clock at night (July 3d), came to the 
city of Antioch,* so famous in times of yore. Its former glory is gone; 
ruined walls only bearing witness of its ancient splendour. At present 
the town consists of miserable huts, inhabited mostly by Turks, some 
Jews, and a still smaller number of Christians. Beautiful orchards, 
however, adorn the city and its environs. On our further route to 
Aleppo, we found nothing worthy of particular observation. On the 


* Mention is made in the writings of the Apostles, of two cities bearing 
this name. The Antioch here spoken of, is that, where, according to Acts 
11. the disciples of Jesus were first called Christians, 
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5th, in the morning, we onee more halted at the opening of a desert, 
which was about 20 miles in length, and extended to Aleppo; then 
traversed this region with a cool breeze, and reached that city in the 
afternoon. Here we had to prepare for a longer stay, in order to ex- 
pect the caravan, which was coming from Bassora, and with which, on 
its return, we intended travelling to Bagdad. Through the attention 
ofa Dutch merchant, to whom we were directed, we obtained lodgings 
with a Frenchman; but our board we had to find ourselves. It is 
customary for Europeans lately arrived, to wait upon all the European 
consuls residing there, and then to put themselves under the protection 
of one of them. We did the same, and chose the English consul for 
that purpose. On the whole, we found sixteen English merchants, 
who lead a retired life, and are very complaisant. ‘The Consul, in par- 
ticular, treated us very kindly, and invited us every Sunday to dine 
with him, and to attend the English church where a chaplain officiated. 
He also promised to give us a letter of recommendation to [spahan; but 
his design was never effected, because he supposed that no English- 
man would stay there, after the political disturbances which had taken 
place in that city. 

With respect to these events, the case was this. The Persian 
monarch Nadir, also called Tahmas Kuli Chan, who had usurped the 
* throne, tyranized over his subjects in the most inhuman manner, in 
particular during the three last years. His thirst for money, like his 
former passion for war, was insatiable, and when he obtained notice of 
a wealthy man, he sent him a requisition without ceremony, and unless 
it was immediately attended to, he would take the most coercive mea- 
sures to exact it. Most of these unhappy wretches were bastinadoed; 
not a few bereft of their eyes, and some even burnt alive. The last 
mentioned fate, among others, befel two of the wealthiest Armenians, 
even after they had paid a great sum for their ransom. 

Nadir, being at a loss for further exactions at Ispahan, left the city 
incognito, which there signified, that no person, on pain of death, durst 
appear in the street, or on the top of a house. He went to Kerman, 
and there practised the same, if not greater cruélties. He had the 
heads of his victims piled up in the form of pyramids. The Dutch 
agent, an Armenian, received lashes without number on the soles of 
his feet, and after all had to forfeit his life, because he could raise no 
more money. 

At last, several of his suite entered into a conspiracy against the 
blood-thirsty tyrant, and among them even two of his brother’s sons, 
He was surprised in his tent at night, and killed. Soon, however, in- 
ternal commotions arose about the succession to the crown, which 
proved very ruinous to the country and its inhabitants. Aleppo was 
full of these tales, and every body seriously advised us not to go to 
Persia, but rather to practise the healing art, here, or at Bassora. It 
is true, we would have been fully engaged here; but, in the mean time, 
we should be doing nothing for the Saviour. On the whole, it was 
something no way agreeable to us, to hear so many disadvantageous 
reports from that country, to which we were bending our steps, and we 
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were sensible of our human weakness; but when we communed with 
the Saviour on the subject, he converted our timidity into courage. 
We accordingly continued to keep our design in view, even though ten 
Kuli Chans should rise successively, 

Having duly arranged our dwelling, we kept a short meeting on the 
terrace, or on the house-top, which is flat. and serves some people fora 
resting place at night in the open air. This gave us a clear under- 
standing of those words of our Lord: “ What ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the house-tops;?” (Matt. 10. 27.) Nothing was wanting 
but people to*hear. 

During our stay at Aleppo, we would fain have studied the Persian 
language; but we could find none to instruct us. We, however, hired 
a teacher of the Arabian language, which is current throughout that 
country as faras Bassora. Our teacher belonged to one of those four 
or five sects of Christians, who live mostly in the suburbs, where they 
also have their churches. We were often surprised at their ignorance 
in spiritual matters. Like the Jews, who are very numerous here, 
they knew of no other but temporal distress. ‘The Superior of the 
Capuchins, an old man of 70, who consulted me about his health, pre- 
sented me with a Turkish Dictionary, and an Englishman gave me an 
Arabic New Testament, 

Dining one day in company with several Europeans at an English 
gentleman’s, I was asked, whether I had not also a desire to see Jeru- 
salem? I replied, thatif [ had money and time to spare, I should not 
care to travel thither; that I considered the- place and its environs re- 
markable, beeause there the work ef our redemption hed been accom- 
plished; which was the most astonishing event that had ever occurred 
on earth. All present were struck silent, and a considerable time elap- 
sed before any one ventured to resume the conversation. 

Soon after the middle of July, the Caravan from Bassora arrived; 
five weeks, however, elapsed, before they set out on their return. With 
the leader of the caravan, an Arab, we bespoke two camels for our- 
selves as far as Bagdad. From thence we intended going either to 
Persia, if we should meet with a safe opportunity, or to Bassora, in 
order to await the issue of the events in that country. 

An incidental circumstance proved the occasion for the caravan to 
set out several days sooner, than the leader had at first intended. Not 
having completed the preparations for our journey,—for we had to 
furnish ourselves with a stock of provisions, and all kinds of utensils for 
cooking,—we suffered the caravan to precede us one day’s journey, 
but followed them the same forenoon, on the 24th August, with our 
eamel driver, and an European Jew; and came up with them after sun- 
set, at a well in the valley of Salt. The next day we remained station- 
ary, because the heads of the caravan, which consisted of about 1500 
camels, held a consultation respecting the movements of the whole 
body. Inthe order resolved upon, we accordingly proceeded on the 
26th. At noon we had scarcely time to prepare our coffee. This was 
our usual dinner t!.rough the desert, and our supper consisted of boiled 
rice with butter, a dish that constitutes the chief aliment even of the 
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grandees in Persia. Our water we kept in bearskins, and we could 
scarcely furnish ourselves with a fresh supply on the third day; and 
that was so filthy, that we had to strain it. The heat proved very 
troublesome, as did the sand, when raised by the wind. The first 
forenoon we passed many salt springs; the country we traversed to the 
6th of September was, generally speaking, a sandy and stony plain, 
overgrown with thistles, with here and there a little grass. —This also 
constitutes the food of the camels, which they nip while on their march. 
We saw no underwood on the whole route. Our scanty meals we pre- 
pared by the help of dried thistles and grass, or for want of that, with 
camel’s dung, which makes good fuel. 

On the 6th of September we arrived at Coweis, where that division 
of the caravan, which goes to Bagdad, generally separates from that 
going to Bassora; on this occasion, however, the whole caravan con- 
tinued its course towards the last mentioned place. Thus we found 
ourselves deceived in our expectations, by our Arabian leader, with 
whom we had made a contract for Bagdad; so that we were under the 
necessity of joining a small company of four Jews, who were just going 
that way. Wath them we took our quarters for two days at Coweis, 
and being very much fatigued, we greatly desired to enjoy a comforta- 
ble night’s rest. But as there were also Turks and Arabs on the ter- 
race, and the lent-season of the musselmen havirg set in, we had little 
rest; for, during that season, the Mahomedans generally abstain during 
the day from all meat and drink, and do not even smoke tobacco; but 
they make ample amends for it in the night. 

Next day the resident Turkish Aga demanded from us both, two 
Zechins, about six florins, as tribute-money. Not however trusting 
the Jew, who called for the money, I went with him to the Aga; but 
my remonstrance, that we had no merchandise of any kind with us, 
proved unavailing. 

Starting from this place, we had to forego the convenience of riding 
on camels; we likewise had to be more concerned for our personal 
safety. ‘I'he distance of three hours to the town of Hit, we rode on 
asses, and took an escort along, to guard us against the robbers that 
infested the country. Hit is a mean town, situated on a mountain; 
but it is apparent from the ruins of two bridges across the Euphrates, 
that it was formerly a place of note. We had again to pay the Turk- 
ish officer there two Zechins. These people have farmed the right of 
making such exactions, from the Pacha of Bagdad. The latter even 
compelled those caravans, formerly going to Bassora, to go by way of 
Bagdad, that the income of the customs might be more lucrative. 

Having here hired a boat, we sailed in the evening on the Euphrates, 
which here makes a great bend, into Mesopotamia towards Bagdad. 
Such boats are made of reed, and overlaid with rosin, which boils out 
of the earth near Hit, in great plenty. We sailed all night, but as 
softly as possible, on account of the roving Arabs, who sleep in the 
heat of the day, and at night go in quest of booty. Next day we pro- 
secuted our voyage without interruption. ‘The air was excessively hot, 
and we met with many people, that stood up to their necks in water, 
in order to cool themselves; the cattle also sought shelter from the 
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burning heat. Along this whole route, the banks of the Euphrates are 
high, and overgrown with thickets, and the soil in its vicinity is very 
fruitful, as it may be watered; for which purpose the water is raised 
by oxen. 

On the 11th, our voyage ended, and not being able to procure either 
asses or horses at that place, we had to submit to riding on cows to 
Bagdad, or rather to the suburbs lying on this side of the Tigris, which 
are connected with the city by means of a ponton. We arrived there 
on the morning of the 12th, and deposited our baggage, which under- 
went but a slight examination, at the custom-house. Our fellow-trav- 
ellers, the above-mentioned four Jews, meanwhile went into the city, 
promising to return soon; they however staid out very late, and we 
knew not where to go to, because we had no recommendations to this 
place. An English merchant, however, who was come from Surat, 
hearing of our arrival, sent one of his servants, who immediately took 
us to the house of the Carmelites, where all the Franks (or European 
Christians) regularly take up their lodgings. One Bishop and three 
Fathers live in this house, one of whom practices medicine. They 
received us very kindly, and soon informed us, that the very next day, 
a caravan of more than 2000 persons would start for Kermanchan, the 
nearest Persian city. Learning from our conversation, that we were 
desirous of joining this caravan, the Fathers hired three asses for us to 
go thither, and also procured an Armenian, who, for his board, was to 
be our servant and interpreter. 

One of these Catholic clergymen, who was from Milan, related, how 
many obstacles were thrown in the way by the present Pacha, to hin- 
der them from receiving proselytes from any other denomination of 
Christians (of whom there are here two different oriental sects); not 
because he cared, whether a Christian joined another religious denomi- 
nation; but merely because he had the increase of his treasure in view. 
When a complaint was lodged with him, that a member of one of the 
above sects had been in the catholic church, he would embrace the op- 
portunity to fine the defendant. He had but lately ordered some of 
these oriental Christians to be led out of the church of the Carmelites 
by Janissaries, and did not release them, until they had paid a consi- 
derable sum. On the whole, however, he was not averse to the Car- 
melites, but favoured or oppressed those two parties, who were contin- 
ually at variance with each other, alternately, according to the greater 
liberality of either party towards him. 

Having understood, that we needed no leather bottles on our jour- 
ney from Bagdad to Ispahan, because there was water every where in 
abundance, we consigned ours to the Carmelites, as a kind of remune- 
retion for the fare received, and left Bagdad on the 13th towards 
evening. 

Not ing deserving of particular notice occurred, till on the 18th, 
when we arrived at the last town under Turkish jurisdiction. Here 
we saw the last date trees, which grow only in a very hot climate. 
Here also the caravans must make up a present for the Pacha of Bag- 
dad, before they are permitted to proceed. The collecting of this 
present from the individuals, occasioned a delay of no less than ten 
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days. We were fairly roasted by the sun; and a high wind blowing 
for several days, we were compelled constantly to sit still, and close 
our eyes. The Aga, who received the present, required us likewise 
to contribute something. But on our insisting, that nothing could 
reasonably be demanded from us, being physicians, who had no mer- 
chandise and little money, the other Turks declared us free; but 
afterwards they came again, and demanded a reward for having clear- 
ed us. 

On the 29th we reached the Persian boundary. From hence to 
Ispahan, bald mountains and fruitful vallies continually succeeded each 
other; until we reached Kermanchan, we did not meet with one in- 
habited town; but the few people whom we saw, and who all wore a 
very suspicious appearance, dwelt in the rocks, or in tents of felt. 

We arrived at Kermanchan on the Ist of October. The houses in 
this town, which are built of clay, had suffered extremely by the rains 
last spring, and many of them had crumbled together; the markets 
however were pretty well stocked, and every thing might be purchased 
ata moderate price. 

The caravans generally stay here a few days only; but the governor 
of the place notifying us, that a large band of robbers made the high- 
way unsafe,—the inhabitants of the country surrounding the city, be- 
longing to that predatory nation, called the Curds—we remained sta- 
tionary for twenty days in what is called a caravansera, or large public 
building for the accommodation of the caravans, where, however, a 
sivelter is all you find. 

Being physicians, we would have found employment here, if we had 
been masters of the language. In general, no one ought to be advised 
to undertake a journey into Persia, without knowing at least the Turk- 
ish language. Nearly all the children on the whole route to Ispahan, 
and even there, understand this language, and among the grandees it 
is common. I would, in particular, have gladly afforded relief to the 
governor, if it had been in my power. In this case, however, the 
inability did not arise from our not rightly understanding each other, 
but from the nature of his complaint. He shewed me his eyes, which 
Nadir Schah had rendered entirely useless to him, and asked me, 
whether I could do any thing towards their partial restoration. But 
I had to declare to him, that God alone was able to help him in this 
case; whereupon he dismissed me in peace. Brother Rueffer under- 
took to cure several belonging to the caravan, who had received slight 
bruises, and among others, a man from Ispahan. Out of gratitude, he 
bought two asses for us, which were to carry us thither. 

On the 21st, our caravan proceeded. Some of the men remaining 
at Kermanchan, or being gone in different directions, it consisted but 
of 5 or 600 persons, well equipped and armed. The governor himself 
accompanied us the first day’s journey. ‘The second was likewise suc- 
cessfully accomplished. We spent the night following in a village, 
that was entirely laid waste. Indeed we saw a great number of such 
towns, and among twenty villages, we hardly met with one, that had 
not been ruined, and forsaken by the inhabitants. In this doleful region 
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we did not feel very cheerful, and indeed our presentiments did not 
deceive us. Having traversed 4 considerable distance on the 23d, we 
had to cross a pretty high mountain. 

Our cavalry and armed men, who amounted to about 50 or 60, drew 
up in the valley, in order to wait until the whole caravan would have 
reached the summit. But hardly had one division of it arrived there, 
when we hearda frightful noise from the other mountain behind us. 
We looked around, and beheld a whole gang of Curdish highwaymen, 
running up towards us. There were about 200 of them; but only a 
few were equipped, and provided with sabres and javelins; the greater 
part of them were on foot, and carried huge clubs. If our cavalry had 
possessed resolution and a good leader, they might soon have dispersed 
the rabble. But after our people had fired a few rounds, they rode 
off in full gallop, and now, of course, those who were mounted on asses, 
were at the mercy of the robbers. Brother Rueffer and myself had 
dismounted, in ascending the mountain with the caravan. 

I little thought, that the robbers were so near, when I was pierced in 
the back by a javelin. Looking around, I received another thrust into 
my right side. Both strokes entered the ribs, and the second with 
such force, that I fell, and rolled down a part of the mountain. A rob- 
ber followed me with a drawn sabre, and before I was able to rise, gave 
me a cut across the chin. 

Compared with the wounds, which some of our comrades received, 
mine were scarcely worth notice.—As soon as I had got up, I surren- 
dered myself to be plundered, and was prepared to forfeit my life. 
The robber contented himself with taking my money, and some of my 
clothes. While I was running forwards, another came sideways, and 
struck me with a club across the neck with such force, that I was com- 
pletely stunned. I fell to the ground, but soon recovered again. This 
fellow ripped up my waistband, in hopes of finding money there, but 
meeting with none, he took my watch. A third, into whose hands I 
fell, drew off my boots and stockings. A fourth finally took my knee- 
buckles, and I considered it a favour, that he left me in possession of 
a double pair of drawers. 

From the place where I had undergone the last assault, the nearest 
inhabited town was several miles off; the sun shone very hot, and the 
soil was stony. Almost worn down with hunger, thirst and fatigue, I 
arrived there, and immediately fell in with a man, who offered me 
bread and water. May hefeceive his teward at the great day of re- 
tribution for this act of kindness! I there found several of my fellow- 
travellers, who were in miserable circumstances, similar to my own; 
but my dear Brother Rueffér, for whom I had often looked around, I 
found not. Some time after, I saw him coming along, unhurt indeed, 
but robbed of all his clothes. He had signified to the robbers by signs, 
while they were approaching him, that he would surrender without re- 
sistance. ‘They did not, therefore, employ any force against him, but 
did not even leave him so much as the cap he wore on his head, There 
were likewise four, who successively plundered him. He intreated 
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the one, to spare him his apparatus for bleeding; but the robber only 
seized it with the greater avidity. On the way, a Persian gave him @ 
piece of cloth, which he tied around his body; and this was all the 
covering he had, when, to our mutual joy, he met me again. I was 
now enabled to aid him with one of the pair of drawers, which had been 
left to me. Our servant, an Armenian Christian, who had not been 
plandered, gave me his shirt and his shoes, although he had but few 
clothes himself, and the above Persian, who had bought the asses for 
us, together with another man, provided some old pieces of clothing 
for Brother Rueffer. They took us into a house, where we were re- 
freshed with bread and grapes, and where we could rest during the 
night. They likewise offered to procure asses for the prosecution of 
our journey; but seeing no way how to render payment for them, we 
determined to traverse on foot the remainder of the road to Ispahan, 
which was more than 250 miles. 

On the whole, both before and after the robbery, the Persians beha- 
ved very kindly to us, and gave us decided proofs of their affection. 

October 24th, we continued our journey in the aforesaid manner. 
Occasionally we sang spiritual songs, and felt happy in our minds, 
which greatly surprised our servant. In the evening, we were called 
to see a patient in the town where we stopped. For the advice im~- 
parted to him, he gave us a rural repast, and permission to sleep in his 
stable. Even this we considered as a favour; for the nights began to 
grow cool, and some mountains were covered with snow. 

On taking up our quarters in a town, on the 25th, aman took notice, 
that the cold very much affected me; he immediately took off his 
waistcoat, and presented me with it. Here we staid three days in a 
caravansera, where we had lodgings gratis, and then proceeded further 
on the 29th.—Our company now consisted of about 20 persons only, 
who had all been plundered.—Starting on the Ist of November, we 
again had a presentiment of an impending disaster, and silently com- 
mended ourselves into the hands of our Lord for protection. At nine 
o’clock in the morning, we actually met a number of robbers. They 
ran towards us with their weapons, and robbed us of the few articles we 
lately received for a scanty covering. They were even disposed to 
carry us two away as slaves, because we were Franks; but the Per- 
sians interceded so long in our behalf, till they dropped their inten- 
tions. 

Directly afterwards, we experienced a further assistance for the 
prosecution of our journey. Our servant remembered, that he had 
sewed up some money in his ragged coat. He sought for it, and ha~ 
ving found it, we now lived upon this mite. I will not attempt to de- 
scribe what we suffered during the following days, till we arrived at 
Julfa. A quilt, made of horse-hair and cotton, which had been be- 
stowed on me, screened me indeed from the penetrating air, but rubbed 
the skin off, because I wore it next to my body. We had made a 
kind of shoes for ourselves of asses’ skins, but we walked very uncom- 
fortably in them. 
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On the 9th, at noon, we reached a large and handsome village. All 
our Persian fellow-travellers staid here; but we went on with our ser- 
vant to Julfa, one of the suburbs of Ispahan, where we arrived late at 
night. The latter took us into a house at Erivan, well known to him, 
and here after a long time, we got a refreshing night’s rest. 

Julfa properly comprises three suburbs, which are separated from 
each other by wicket-gates, viz. Julfa proper, Erivan, and Tabris. At 
a short distance from 'T'abris, at the foot of a mountain, lies Gebre- 
abad or Husseip-abad. 

Immediately on the following day, I wrote to the English consul in 
the city, and sent the letter with our servant. He returned a polite ' 
answer and some money, and desired us to be informed that he would 
shortly send for us. In the mean time, two French Jesuits, who had 
a house and chapel at Erivan, came to see us. Having paid a visit to 
the English consul, to whom the Fathers living here apply, while they 
have no Catholic consul, they had heard of our arrival, manifested 
much sympathy, and gave us some clothes and wine. We also received 
a visit and similar presents from a Dominican and Carmelite friar, who 
were Italians; and after the consu) had presented us with some Per- 
sian dresses, he sent two horses to carry us to his house. He received 
us very affectionately, granted us a separate room in his extensive 
building, and promised us every posvible assistance. On laying before 
him the object of our journey, and desiring him to aid us in obtaining 
it, he told us, that tne chief residence of the Gebres, an honest and 
industrious people, was at Kerman, where they also had their temple, 
sacred to fire;* that the English trading company had a house there, 
which would enable him to afford us an opportunity to go among these 
people, and that he would do this with pleasure. ‘The Gebres had for- 
merly lived in the immediate vicinity of Julfa, viz. in Gebre-abad; 
but, under the reign of Schah Hussein, (from 1694 till 1722) they had 
either been compelled to turn musselmen or had been executed, and 
the king had called the place Hussein-abad.t — 

During the winter season, we diligently studied the Persian Jan- 
guage. ‘The consul usually spent his Sundays at Julfa; wherefore we 
were enabled to edify ourselves on the Lord’s day, undisturbed by any 
one. In our uncertain and solitary situation, we needed a special mea- 
sure of comfort and consolation from the Saviour; and the idea, that 
we were in the closest connexion witi so many members of Christ’s 
body, afforded us inexpressible encouragement. Under these sensations, 
we particularly celebrated the memorial day of the Brethren’s church, 
on the 13th of November, Christmas and New-Year. We likewise 
found some employment in our calling as physicians. Among others, 


* 


The Gebres worship God under the symbol of light or of fire, and are 
therefore called fire-worshippers. 

oe According to the travels of Olivier, this suburb of Ispahan was no longer 
in existence in 1796; several times, however, mention is made in these 
travels of the Gebres, as of a nation yet living in the country. 
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two Persian grandees sent for us, in order to consult us about their 
eyes. On them too Nadir Schah had ordered an operation to be un- 
dertaken for the destruction of these organs, which, however, had suc- 
ceeded less with the one than with the other. We gave each of them 
something towards ameliorating their situation. One of them was des- 
tined for Shiras, and was going there in a few days. He promised us 
a considerable sum, if we would accompany him; we however, declined 
the offer, because it would not have suited our main design, and be- 
cause it is a very precarious thing to be in a Persian prince’s service. 
People in these countries have too exalted an idea of European pbysi- 
cians, and believe they are able to provide a remedy agxinst every 
evil. In general, the patient concludes an agreement with the doctor; 
but the latter does well to see himself paid, before the cure be fully 
effected. 

Already at the time of our arrival at Ispahan, provisions were ex- 
eeedingly high, because the villages in the surrounding country were 
ruined, and mostly forsaken, and no provisions were brought in from 
other places, for fear of the roving banditti. Since that period, every 
article rose still higher in price, because the internal commotions had 
not ceased. Inthe midst of these mournful occurrences and dismal 
prospects, we heard, that we might expect a reparation of our loss sus- 
tained by the robbery. Two of the chieftains of the banditti, who had 
robbed us, had been brought in with a part of their prey, and govern- 
ment called upon the sufferers to apply at the royal palace for a repar- 
ation. With respect to us, the consul had led our affairs into a proper 
train. We accordingly went thither with the English interpreter, and 
found many of our fellow-travellers there, who were come on the same 
errand, and rejoiced t6 see us again on this occasion. The interpreter 
laying our concern before the two officers of state, appointed for the 
purpose, it appeared to us, as though he rated our loss higher than it 
actually amounted te. ‘This was indeed the case; but in process of 
tire, we obtained a solution of the matter. Nadir Schah had, during 
his last residence at Ispahan in January, 1747, desired the English 
consul to furnish him with an European physician. He was ill at that 
time, and would not entrust himself to a Persian practitioner. ‘The 
consul knew no other way, how to satisfy the demand, than by writing 
for a physician from Europe, and the king acceded to the proposal. 
The consul now pretended, that we were the persons he had written 
for, and having undertaken the journey at our own expence, a full in- 
demnification was due to us. We did not approve of this artifice, but 
were compelled to let the matter take its course. At the chancery we 
received a sealed note, which secured to us the sum of about 900 dol- 
lars. In order to furnish us the sooner and the safer with money, the 
consul sold the note for not much above half its value to a Persi:n, 
who was charged with the indemnification, and who promised, by sign- 
ing and sealing a paper, forthwith to pay the money, whenever the 
first caravan would have arrived from Shiras. The caravan being 
come, we were informed, we might receive the money, provided we 
signed a release. It was just at that time the carnival season, which 
the consul and interpreter spent at Julfa. They were to draw up the 
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release, and I likewise deemed it advisable, to receive the money in 
the presence of the interpreter. I therefore begged the same Persian, 
who had treated us so kindly during our journey, to go to Julfa on this 
errand for us. He got the release, but the interpreter, a Frenchman 
by birth, who thought it too hard to have his amusements at the Car- 
nival interrupted for a short time, did not come along. The cashier of 
our present debtor indeed appeared with the money, in order to re- 
deem the release; but was not satisfied with seeing it stamped with the 
consul’s seal; he would also see mine affixed to it. I had none, and 
therefore he went off with the money. Some time after, his master being 
gone to Kermanchan, he refused to pay in his absence, and shortly 
after went thither himself. Another effort was made by the consul, in 
our favour, but without avail, chiefly because anarchy and confusion 
reigned all around by reason of the revolution, which had again broken 
out. 

Two nephews of Nadir Schah, who was murdered, were disputing 
the crown. The younger of the two, who came to Ispahan in Decem- 
ber, 1747, under commission of his brother, collected some adherents 
there, and proclaimed himself king of Persia in the beginning of March, 
1748. Being in want of money, he committed many violent exactions, 
particularly on the Armenians and Greek Christians in Julfa, and some 
weeks after left Ispahan with his armed men, whom he indulged in 
every excess, in order to make a stand, both against his brother, and 
also against the governors of the provinces, some of whom sided with 
neither party, but aimed at the highest authority. 

Before these events were fully matured, towards the end of January, 
we signified our wish to the consul, now, that the winter season seem- 
éd past, to travel to the Gebres at Kerman, requesting him to lend us 
his assistance in this case. He replied, that he had only within a few 
days received letters from thence, describing the miserable state of that 
province in the most affecting language. 

In the first instance, Nadir Schah had committed the most unmerci- 
ful exactions on the inhabitants, and upoa his downfall, the Afgans, a 
seditious people, had completed their ruin. The English trading com- 
pany’s house had been entirely plundered, and was now deserted, 
because the two Armenians and Gebres who inhabited it, had been 
killed. 

This news was very discouraging for us, and almost blasted our 
hopes of attaining the proper and only object of our journey. How- 
ever, we did not drop it wholly, but resolved to watch the progress of 
events for a while, and wait to see, whether succéeding changes would 
favour our attempt. The prospect for sucha change, however, vanish+ 
ed more and more, especially when a second pretender to the crown 
appeared at the very capital. All the roads leading to Kerman were 
now blockaded, and the whole empire became embroiled in a civil war. 
We now resolved to go with the next caravan to Bassora, and then re- 
turn to Germany. The execution of this plan was however protracted 
till tue Ist of June. The consul having advanced us some money for 
our journey, and given us a letter of recommendation for Bassora, 
we took a grateful leave of him. The caravan consisted of about 1000 
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persons, and bent its course towards Shiras. Some days after, ano- 
ther caravan, coming from thence, met us, who, from their-own sad 
experience, related many stories about the insecurity of the roads, by 
reason of the robbers, and about the enormous exactions of the custom- 
house officers. ‘This occasioned a universal alarm among our body, 
and all the Armenians, who accompanied the caravan, returned home. 
As to us, death wore no very terrifying aspect; we knew where it 
would lead us; but dreadful was the idea to be stripped again under a 
burning sun, and to be forced to pursue our journey in this condition. 
In this embarrassment we took refuge to our sole and most powerful 
Protector, and resumed fresh courage, to bear, in His strength, what- 
soever He might permit. Our whole company now consisted only of 
musselmen. Among them, there was one, who had been plundered 
with us on the way to Ispahan. He still remembered the circumstance 
with expressions of delight, that Brother Ruefler had at that time car- 
ried a Persian child, which had also been robbed, on his arm for seve- 
ral hours together. 

July 6th, we arrived at Shiras, a fine city, lying in a fruitful valley, 
checkered with vineyards and orchards. A chamber was offered to us 
in the English house, and we preferred it to the caravansera, in order 
to enjoy more rest. During the first night, we perceived a pretty smart 
shock of an earthquake, which occasioned the mortar to fall from our 
walls. Some days after, a disaster of a more serious nature befel us; 
part of our money was stolen, and we were under the necessity of 
selling some of our Persian clothing, which, indeed, began to be more 
and more burthensome, on account of the heat. 

Setting out again on the 17th, the caravan, which went to Busher, 
(Abushare), was reduced to 30 persons. At one time, we travelled 
through a very mountainous country, and our asses would go no fur- 
ther than to a certain custom-house. In the mean time, the leader of 
the caravan, with all those that wore fire arms, were a good distance 
a-head. At the above custom-house, we found at least twenty servants 
belonging to the establishment, and these people in this country are 
generally in league with the robbers. ‘They behaved very rudely to 
us, and demanded twenty rupees (about as many ducats) for their fees. 
I gave them one; but they threw it into thé air with disdain, beat us 
with their clubs, and then took as much as they chose. Next day, we 
came up to those who had gone before. ‘They now regretted having 
done so; for in a narrow pass they had been attacked by robbers, and 
had lost all their merchandise, asses, and even their clothes. One 
man had been shot, and several wounded. We now rejoiced, that we 
had not been able to proceed further than to the custom-house, But 
we were at a loss how we should pass the other five custom-houses, if 
we should fare at every one, as we did at the first. The same day we 
came to another; but an honest ass-driver pleaded in our behalf, and 
this time we were suffered to pass free. 

We were never after so lucky again, and most critical was our situ- 
ation at Ketshi, a village, surrounded with date-trees, like a wood. 


A 




























































































































































186 MISSION TO PERSIA. 
The son of a publican came to the caravan in order to demand the toll. 
He did this in the rudest manner, and threatened us with the bastinado, 
if we did not instantly pay twenty rupees. All remonstrances being 
in vain, the abovementioned ass-driver went to the father, and suc- 
ceeded in bringing down the demand to one half. Although we sold 
some more of our clothes here, we should not have been able to render 
payment, if the ass-driver had not advanced us some money. This 
was to be repaid at Busher, and to this town we had no recommenda- 
tions. We arrived there on the 8th of August. Our caravansera was 
not far from the Dutch factory; we went there immediately, and dis- 
closed our situation to the Dutch commissary, who not only advanced 
the money, but also showed us many other favours. Having had to 
wait a great while for a favourable wind, to prosecute our voyage 
across the Persian gulf, we set sail on the 29th, arrived in the Arabian 
river, or the united Euphrates and Tigris, September 6th, and three 
days after reached Bassora, 

At this place, the English and Dutch consuls seemed to vie with each 
other, who should shew us the greatest proofs of kindness. They also 
warmly urged us to establish ourselves in this city, which presented so 
many advantages; but we stedfastly declined the offer. 

In the house of the English vice-consul, w= at last saw a man of the 
Gebre nation, who was servant to the family; he, however, was not 
a native of Persia, but of Surat, in the East Indies, where more of his 
nation reside. They are descendants from the Persian Gebres, and 
therefore call themselves Parsis. During the time of our stay here, 
which was protracted till in February, 1749, I caught a burning fever. 
My departure seemed near at hand, and in expectation of that event, I 
had a prelimi ry conversation with Brother Rueffer. The sickness, 
however, changed into an intermittent fever, from which I recovered 
but slowly. We continued our journey to Bagdad by water, and from 
thence returned to Alexandretta by the same route we had come. 
Every where the directors of the European trading companies were 
very obliging in assisting us in the prosecution of our journey. We 
found no other opportunity to pass over to Europe, but by way of 
Egypt. 

Oh our arrival at Damietta, we were both ill, and Brother Rueffer 
soon became very sick. He declared, that he would infallibly depart 
this life, and that he was resigned to His Master’s will. 

I did every thing I could towards his relief and recovery, but with- 
out the desired effect; and on the 26th of July, 1749, he sweetly fell 
asleep. My eyes were filled with tears all that day, for I sensibly felt 
the loss I had sustained. At my request, the Greek Protopop allowed 
his remains to be interred in the burial place of the Greeks.—Having 
collected much information with respect to the country and its inhabi- 
tants, I took shipping for Leghorn, and returned from thence to 
Germany. 


Thus terminated the attempt, to afford the poor Gebres, a nation 
sitting in darkness, an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
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true light, (John 1. 9.)\—~an undertaking attended with many hardships 
and dangers, and no inconsiderable expence. The attempt proved 
abortive; but in concerns of this nature, we should not regret even a 
fruitless effort, and those who have undertaken it, may be content, if 
ence they shall receive this testimony: 


“ They have done what they could!” 


SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the Uniled Brethren’s Church. 


No. IV. 


_ Origin of the Unity of the Brethren. 


The small and despised flocks of true believers in Bohemia and 
Moravia now found themselves forsaken by all men, and like destitute 
orphans. But God so disposed events, that the very refusal of Rokyzan 
publicly to espouse their cause, became the means, of forming the 
Unity of the Brethren. The ambitious archbishop was too well con- 
vinced of the justice of the cause of these faithful people, to leave them 
as a prey to their adversaries, without feeling some remorse of con- 
science. He therefore procured from his sovereign, Podiebrad, leave 
for them to retire to his own domains, in the lordship of Litiz, on the 
borders of Silesia and Moravia, which had been laid waste during the 
war; and there to build a settlement, in which they might enjoy per- 
fect liberty of conscience, and a free exercise of their religion. 

Upon this, many families, citizens, men of letters, and nobles, both 
from Prague, and other places in Bohemia and Moravia, removed to 
the lordship of Litiz, where their numbers increased so fast, that in a 
few years they occupied several villages. They chose some upright 
Calixtine clergymen to be their teachers, among whom Michael Brada- 
zius distinguished himself. They regulated their doctrine and church- 
discipline, to the best of their knowledge, according to the rules and 
practice of Jesus and his apostles, and at first called themselves, Fra- 
tres legis Christi, “ Brethren after the rule of Christ.” But as igno- 
rant people began on that account to consider them asa new order of 
monks, they adopted the simple name of Brethren; and called the 
whole body in connexion with them, which comprehended many of the 
same persuasion in Bohemia and Moravia, Unitas Fratrum, the Unity 
of the Brethren, or the United Brethren; which appellation has been 
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preserved to this day. All the members of this communion covenanted 
to observe a more strict church-discipline, to suffer all things for con- 
science sake, and to defend themselves, not by force of arms, but by 
prayer and calm remonstrance, against their enemies. 

Three years had scarcely elapsed before they were exposed to new 
tribulations. Both Calixtines and papists denounced them, not only as 
heretics, but as secret conspirators, who meant to renew all the horrors 
of the Hussite war, and even to seize the government. They were 
therefore summoned to appear before the consistory at Prague; but 
though they fully proved the falsehood of these accusations, yet no one 
ventured to protect them against their enemies. King Podiebrad him- 
self, who was at first inclined to favour them, was prevailed upon to 
give his consent to a general persecution of the Brethren, on the ground, 
that at his coronation, he had taken an oath to extirpate all heretics. 
Immediately the Brethren, both in Bohemia and Moravia, were de- 
clared outlaws, great numbers driven from their possessions, and spoil- 
ed of their goods; the sick were thrown out into the fields, where many 
died with cold and hunger; «thers were cast into prison, put to the 
rack, quartered, or burnt. The pretended object of these cruelties 
was, to extort a confession of their seditious views. Considerable num- 
bers having suffered, without any proof of guilt being obtained, the 
remnant of them were at last left to themselves in the most miserable 
condition. During this persecution, the Brethren at Litiz did not fail 
to send messengers to strengthen their persecuted brethren in every 
place, and to exhort them to patience. With this view, Gregorius, 
Rokyzan’s nephew, came to Prague, where the Brethren being assem- 
bled in a house (in the Little City) to partake of the sacrament, a judge, 
who secretly favoured them, sent privately to advise them to depart. 
Gregorius, who believed, that Christians ought not unnecessarily to 
expose themselves to danger, was of opinion, that they should not even 
stay to take their meal, but fly immediately, The rest exclaimed, 
** No, whoever is stedfast in the faith, will not fly. Let us eat in peace, 
and take what may happen.” Some students even boasted, that the 
rack and the stake were trifles to them. Thus they were soon surpri- 
sed in the house by the officers of justice; and the judge, standing in 
the door, called out to them—“ It is written, that all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution; I command you, there- 
fore, in the King’s name, to follow me to prison.” Soon after their 
apprehension, orders arrived to put them to the rack, and make them 
confess their rebellious intentions. The dread of torture now influen- 
ced all those, who had so lately boasted of their fortitude, to deny their 
profession. But Gregorius, who by historians is called the Patriarch 
of the Brethren, was not intimidated. Being stretched on the rack, 
he fell into a swoon, so that all present supposed him dead. On hear- 
ing this news, his uncle Rokyzan hastened to the spot, and burst into 
kamentations and tears, passionately exclaiming, “ O, my dear Grego- 
rius, would to God, I were where thou art!” Gregorius, however, 
revived, and was afterwards released. He related, that in his swoon 
he had seen a magnificent tree full of the finest fruits, upon which flocks 
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of birds were feasting, singing melodiously, and kept in order by a 
friendly boy with a staff. Three venerable men stood near, as guards, 
whose appearance he declared, six years after this event, to have been 
like that of the three men, chosen to be the first bishops of the Unitas 
Fratrum. 

By the lamentations and expressions of Rokyzan, on this occasion, 
the Brethren conceived hopes, that some good dispositions still remain- 
ed in his heart. They therefore once more renewed their application, 
requesting, that he would either proceed to a thorough reformation of 
the church, or undertake the management and defence of their cause. 
But when they found, that they could not prevail with the prelate, who 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God, they took their 
last leave of him in a letter, with these words, ‘“ Thou art of the world, 
and wilt perish with the world.” Rokyzan was sa much exasperated 
by this declaration, that he continued the most bitter enemy of the 
Brethren to his death, and even employed his influence with the king 
against them. But the bishop of Breslau having advised the king 
against all kind of bloody persecution, the heretics, in his opinion, be- 
ing rather multiplied than destroyed by them, Podiebrad commanded, 
that they should only be hunted out, and driven from their dwellings. 
They were therefore obliged to hide themselves in the mountains and 
forests. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


Of the United Brethren on the Continent of Europe. 


Number of Missionaries, 
In Germany and Prussia, 
— Switzerland and France, - 
— Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, 
—the Russian Empire, - 
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EXTRACT 


From the latest Reports of the Provincial Conference at Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 


JUNE, JULY, AND auGusT, 1822. 


A letter from Brother Sautter, dated St. Johns, Antigua, April 30th, 
contains the following particulars: “ By the Divine assistance, our 
fifth establishment, at Cedar-hall, is nearly accomplished; it is attended 
by Brother Ellis, and the prospect of gathering a congregation there, 
is favourable. At Mountjoy, Mr. Otto’s Estate, where a church has 
been built, we preach every two weeks, which, however, in the sequel, 
will prove rather inconvenient, and renders the erection of a dwelling 
for a Missionary to reside there, very desirable. This will have to be 
postponed until the return of the proprietor from Europe, as the sum, 
subscribed by friends, has been expended on the church, and the sugar- 
crop has turned out but indifferently. The new Missionary Brethren 
Brunner and Robins have entered with spirit upon their charge; the 
former at Gracehill, the latter at St. John’s. Brother Taylor is remo- 
ved from Gracehill to Newfield, to supply the place of Brother Stob- 
wasser, who sailed for Europe on the 15th of April. All the Missiona- 
ries were well. 

On Sunday, the 14th of April, we met 417 persons, who had been 
baptized since Easter of last year, and 245, who had been admitted to 
the Lerd’s table. The meeting was solemn, -end distinguished by a 
sense of the Divine presence. 

A Mission in the island of Dominica is now about to be established, 
at the expense of the proprietors, who have made the request. That 
island is not considered healthy, which is confirmed by the death of 
several Methodist Missionaries, stationed there. The French language 
is still much in vogue, and a knowledge of it will be requisite for the 
Missionary, who may be sent thither. 

In St. Kitts, the Mission continues to flourish, especially at the new 
station of Bethesda. The ill health of Brother Kaltofen, who resides 
there, occasioned an application for assistance from Antigua, which 
our circumstances, however, would not admit of complying with for the 
present.” 


——_ me at woe hv OO 
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Additional particulars from private Letters. 


—> 


From Brother Saurrer—dated 


Sr. Jouns, (Antigua,) July 19, 1822. 


The work of the Lord continues to prosper. For a considerable 
time back, our church has been thronged every Sunday, and frequently 
there is not room for all that attend. The same is the case on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday evenings, in the first meeting, which is 
public. For we have two meetings on these evenings; first public 
service, and then class meetings; on Tuesdays for new applicants, 
Wednesdays for candidates for baptism; Thursdays, first for baptized 
members, and then for candidates for the Lord’s supper; and Fri- 
days for the communicants. On Monday evening we teach an Adult 
School. 

On the 7th instant, we had a blessed prayer-day. Although we had 
transferred three hundred new applicants, candidates for baptism, &c. 
to Cedar-hall, we spoke individually, during the preceding week, with 
1997 persons. Of this number, 69 were appointed for baptism and 
reception; 76 as candidates for baptism, and seven for re-admission.— 


The presence of the Lord our Saviour was sensibly felt amongst us on 
this occasion. 


From Brother Joun R. Scumipt—dated 


Sprine-Piace, August 1, 1822. 

In the course of last week, I paid an agreeable visit, in company 
with Brother Proske, at our Brother Charles R. Hicks’, and in that 
vicinity. As Brother Hicks is prevented by a sore leg, from attending 
at Spring-Place, I administered the Lord’s Supper at his house, when 
his wife was present as a Candidate. The Lord was in the midst of 
us. We visited from house to house through the neighbourhood, 
and were every-where hospitably received. Some time ago, I made 
an excursion to Mr. M‘Nair’s, where I had an opportunity of preaching 
to about forty persons, whites, Indians, half-breeds, and negroes. In 
that vicinity I likewise paid domestic visits to the people, in company 
with Mr. M‘Nair. All expressed their gratitude for the privilege of 
hearing the gospel, and wished me to repeat my visits frequently. Ah! 
the harvest truly is great, and few are the labourers. The present ap- 
pears to be a peculiar time with the Indians, and the prospect of suc- 
cess in the Missionary work among them is brightening. 
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As an instance of the faithfulness of Jesus, the great Shepherd of 
souls, I must mention the following circumstance, related to me by 
Brother Hicks. It regards poor Richard, a former scholar of Brother 
and Sister Gambold’s, who died some time ago, of a consumption. 
While at school, a work of grace was evidently commenced in his 
soul; but, after leaving Spring-Place, this poor youth fell in with evil 
company, and spent the rest of his days in sin and vice of every de- 
scription, which brought on an early death. A day before his de- 
cease, conscience awoke; and the Spirit of God, powerfully reminding 
him of the ingtructions he had received at Spring-Place, set the sins of 
his youth in array before him, but at the same time brought to his re- 
collection the compassionate friend of sinners, who will cast out none, 
that cometh unto him. He turned to Jesus, in his distress of mind, 
sought pardon, and found acceptance. Having sent for Mr. Chamber- 
lain at Brainerd, who was the nearest at hand, he expressed his deep 
sorrow for having disregarded the advice of his kind instructors, and 
wasted his youthful days in thé service of sin. He was directed to 
Jesus, for comfort; whereupomhe declared, that he had a comfortable 
assurance of acceptance with God.—Half an hour before he expired, 
he said to his mother: ‘‘ Dear Mother, do not weep or grieve on my 
account. God, my Redeemer, has forgiven all my sins, and after death, 
my soul will goto heaven. But, my dear Mother, seek the salvation 


of your own soul. Believe what the Missionaries tell us; they show 
us the right way. Follow their advice, and we shall meet again, and 
rejoice together in heayen.” (This poor woman, like many of the 
Cherokee nation, never knew, that she had an immortal soul!) In 
this happy frame of mind, he expired. How will our dear departed 
Sister Gambold rejoice, with the angels of heaven, over this sheep that 
was lost, and behold, it is found! 


To Susscrisers. The Editor having commenced the work on the Ist of 
April, but wishing to complete four numbers within the year, the present Num- 
ber appears before the expiration of the quarter. 
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